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Heavy Laden 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


SAW one in the evening come to lay 
Her living, breathing grief before 
Thy feet. 
She said, “Lord, I have carried it all day 
Through bitter hours of anguish and 
defeat.” 


I watched her leave it there and go away 
With singing heart. Her struggling 
grief was Thine 
To keep and cure. And now at last I 
pray, 
“Lord, is there room before Thy feet 
for mine?” 
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lI—Wonders of the Written Word 


Confusion often arises over prob- 
lems related to the inspiration of the 
Bible. This sometimes comes from a 
misunderstanding of terms, and a failure 
to distinguish things that differ. Quota- 
tions were given in this department in 
last week’s issue of the Times from Dr. 
A. T. Pierson’s book, “Knowing the 
Scriptures,” and further extracts were 
promised. Writing on the inspiration of 
Scripture, Dr, Pierson says: “It is di- 
vinely declared to be ‘theopneustic’— 
that is, ‘God-in-breathed’ (2 Tim, 3:16). 
This language suggests a body of lan- 
guage, in-breathed with a spirit of di- 
vine life, somewhat as the body of the 
first man was when God breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life and he be- 
came a living soul: this is a living Book, 
We need to distinguish between revela- 
tion, interpretation, illumination, and 


inspiration. Revelation is the divine 
impartation and communication of 
truth to the mind of man, whatever be 
its mode or channel (Rom, 1:17; 16:25; 
Eph. 3:3-5; Amos 3:7). Interpretation 
is the science of discovering and disclos- 
ing the true meaning of the holy oracles. 
It is sometimes a function of inspiration 
to enable a prophet or teacher to give 
an authoritative meaning to a divine 
utterance (Dan. 4: 24-28; 5: 17-28). Illumi- 
nation refers more to the province of 
the Spirit in so enlightening the mind 
of the believer as to epable him to dis- 
cern, and in a measure beyond his natu- 
ral, unaided powers to apprehend and 
comprehend the beauty and glory of a 
divine revelation (Eph. 1:17, 18; 3:16- 
19). Inspiration is rather the method of 
revelation rendering its subject capable 
of receiving and transmitting revealed 
truth, communicating it to others with- 
out error, either by tongue or pen. Ob- 
viously the value of a written revela- 
tion must depend upon its inspiration. 
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, Crucified 


let him deny hirgself, and take 

up his cross daily, and follow me” 
(Luke 9:23). The message of this verse 
has come to the writer recently with 
new meaning. It is. common to em- 
phasize the verb “deny,” but a deeper 
blessing has come with special empha- 
sis upon the word “self.” Let us deny 
self. 

At times of religious significance there 
are those who will not allow themselves 
certain material luxuries and even neces- 
sities, as a spiritual discipline which 
they hope will make them pleasing to 
God. These denials are often flaunted 
before men, thus gaining praise of men 
instead of glory to God. There is a 
value in denying to self if we undergo 
privations for the glory of God and the 
discipline of mind and spirit. Fasting, 


a ANY man will come after me, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be ye strong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak: for your 
work shall be rewarded” (2 Chron. 
15:7). 




















As to the method of inspiration—the 
modus operandi of the Holy Spirit in 
revealing truth—it is inscrutable, wrap- 
ped in the mystery of silence, like His 
other operations in regeneration and 
miracle working (John 3:8). All we 
know or need to know about it is its 
effects; and these may be learned from 
the didactic statements of the Word 
itself, and the phenomena of its opera- 
tion, as we may know the wind by its 
working.” These are, of course, concise 
definitions, and Dr. Pierson elaborates 
them. But they prepare the ground for 
thorough Bible study, and may help 
teachers and parents to think and speak 
clearly on these important points. They 
constitute a partial exposition of Paul’s 
great word to Timothy: “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


Th Self 


a privati: 1 of the physical self, may be 
the foreri nner of great blessing and 
power: but surely such fasting is a con- 
cern betwee oneself and God, or at least 
known only o those of like spirit and 
aim. Jesus s. id, “But thou, when thou 
fastest, anoint shine head,.and wash thy 
face; that thou y:pear not unto men to 
fast, but unto try Father which is in 
secret .. .” (Matt 6:17, 18). 

But surely Christ was concerned that 
we deny self, rather than deny to self. 
He would have us deny the self life and 
nature, which in most of us is constantly 
striving for the mastery; deny the self 
which seeks praise of men instead of 
the “well done” of the Lord, which seeks 
material instead of spiritual advance- 
ment, which works for the glory of the 
individual instead of for the glory of 
God, 

How difficult it is to deny self! Even 
as we kneel to pray, self intrudes; as we 
speak to others of spiritual things—to 
individuals or in public gatherings— 
thoughts of what men may think of us 
and of our words cloud our desire to 
glorify God and to bring knowledge of 
salvation to others. 

A hopeless task? For men, yes; but not 
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for God. He has provided a way, and 
that way is the way of the cross. Not 
the way of the cross for salvation, but 
the way of the cross for sanctification. 
Though Christ took our sins upon Him- 
self on the cross and we become new 
creatures upon acceptance of Him, the 
old nature still struggles for supremacy 
in our lives. But as Christ gave us vic- 
tory over the penalty of sin, He will 
also give us victory over the power of 
sin, by the way of the cross. 


“Let him deny himself.” In the days 
of Christ no one took up a cross unless 
he expected to be crucified upon it. So 
in the spiritual life, we do not take up 
the cross unless we are willing for self 
to be crucified upon it. We are cruci- 
fied to self when we have no will but 
the will of God, when we have no de- 
sire except for that which God desires 
for us, and all else is placed upon the 
cross; when there is selfless submission 
to the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

We are dead to self when we are not 
distressed by the thoughtless words of 
our friends or the careless jibes of the 
indifferent; when others are given pref- 
erence over us and we remain unmoved; 
when our lives are so firmly rooted in 
Christ that we remain calm in unde- 
served censure or deserved praise. Yes, 
we are dead to self when we take God’s 
promises .as absolutely true, expect an- 
swers to prayer, and rely upon His guid- 
ance at all times. 

“IT am crucified with Christ . . . yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me .. .” said 
the Apostle Paul (Gal, 2:20). This was 
a life completely lived by faith at all 
times, under all circumstances. 

“Daily” is a word of vast importance 
in the selfless life. Such a life requires 
complete vigilance of the heart and mind 
for all the day, every day. Though the 
hands and the mind may of necessity 
be occupied with tasks of everyday life, 
there may be a conscious knowledge of 
the presence of God and of complete 
subjection to Him. “Whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God.” 


“And follow me”! Only after the daily 
denial of self and crucifixion with Christ 
can one truly follow Him. When Christ 
is supreme in the life, one can “follow,” 
whether the path be smooth or thorny 
—in pleasant ways or in sufferings, trials, 
afflictions. 

There will be many who would follow 
to fame, to receive the plaudits of men. 
There will be some who will volunteer 
for God’s service. But how many en- 
dure to the end? We may express our 
desire to follow Him in service, but it 
may be that His place of service for us 
is in a quiet and obscure corner with 
a ministry that is unnoticed and seems 
of little value. We may be called to 


follow Him in suffering of body, in trial 
of mind or spirit. He may teach us 
humility by taking from us even the 
service which we counted precious; but 
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if so He will become more precious and 
His way more to be desired. 

We cannot live this life of ourselves; 
only the Holy Spirit can live it in us, 
and only He can keep Christ supreme 
in our hearts and lives. In the great 
humility of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit 
seeks not His own glory but the glory 
of the Son. He will fill us, if we are 
yielded to God completely, that He may 
form us in the image of Christ. 


w 
Notes on Open Letters 


Are the United States 
and England in Prophecy? 


I have been a subscriber to your fine 
and dependable magazine for scme 
time, and I am always interested in 
“Notes on Open Letters.” A dear friend, 
who came out some years ago from a 
large and modern church and united 
with a strictly Bible-believing church, 
recently wrote to me asking about Isa- 
iah 18 and the following chapters, Does 
this chapter refer to the U.S.A.? Some 
years ago she heard an evangelist say 
that it does. She also asks whether 
the later prophecies against Tarshish 
refer to England. This lady is a col- 
lege graduate, and is much interested 
in the Bible, and believes it to be the 
inspired Word of God, as it surely is. 
—A Nebraska reader. 

There is no clear reference in Isaiah 
18 to the United States. On the phrase, 
“To the land shadowing with wings,” 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown have this to 
say: 

“The armies referred to are those of 
the Ethiopian Tirhakah, advancing to 
meet the Assyrians (chap. 37:9). In the 
English Version . . . ‘shadowing’ means 
protecting—viz., Ethiopia stretching out 
its wings (both its armies and its winged 
ships) to defend a* feeble people—viz., 
the Hebrews, . . . Which is beyond the 
rivers of Ethiopia. Meroe. the island be- 
tween the ‘rivers’ Nile and Astaboras is 
meant, famed for its commerce, and per- 
haps the seat of the Ethiopian govern- 
ment, hence addressed here as represent- 
ing the whole empire.” 

The late Doctors H. A. Ironside and 
W. L. Pettingill doubted that there was 
any reference here to the United States. 

“While some very earnest Bible stu- 
dents are fully convinced that such is 
the case,” wrote Dr. Ircnside, “I would 
not dare venture to affirm this definitely, 
In some respects it seems to me the pas- 
sage might apply rather to Great Brit- 
ain than to the United States as such, 
or perhaps to Great Britain and her 
colonies and this great nation which 
came from it. The prophet evidently 
has in view a great maritime people 
befriending the Jew and helping to 
carry the remnant back to the land of 
Palestine in the last days. In regard 
to unfulfilled prophecy, where there is 
no definite explanation of the passage 
given in the context or elsewhere in the 
Word, it seems wisest not to be dog- 
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matic.” (From “What’s the Answer?” 
p. 135: Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) 

“IT am not sure whether the United 
States is specifically mentioned in proph- 
ecy,” wrote Dr. Pettingill, “although 
there are those among Bible students 
who believe that the language of Isaiah 
18:1 applies to America as ‘the land 
shadowing with wings, which is beyond 
the rivers of Ethiopia.’ Of course, from 
the standpoint of the prophet in Jeru- 
salem, America would be beyond the 
rivers of Ethiopia, but for myself, I am 
doubtful as to this being a reference to 
the United States.” (From “Bible Ques- 
tions Answered,” p. 447; Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, $2.) 

Two writers on prophecy in THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOOoL TrmeEs have suggested that 
Tarshish may refer to England. Dr. 
Louis S. Bauman, in his series on proph- 
ecy published in 1940, simply raised the 
following questions: 

“Many Bible scholars have believed 
that when the prophet Ezekiel spoke of 
‘the merchants of Tarshish, with all the 
young lions thereof’ (38:13), he was 
referring to a great maritime power, 
even Great Britain. Now if the ‘young’ 
of Tarshish are ‘lions,’ what would the 
mother be if not a ‘lion’? And who 
could the ‘young lions’ of this old ‘lion’ 
be, if not those nations who speak of 
Britain as the ‘mother country’—even the 
United States, Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand?” (July 29, 1940.) 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, then associate 
professor of Political Science, but now 
president of Wheaton College, in an ar- 
ticle entitled “Who Will Be Zion's 
Friends at Armageddon?” (Dec. 3, 1938), 
included a more complete discussion of 
this question, with references to the 
Scriptures and other writings, as follows: 

“There was also a ‘Tarshish’ to the 
west, for Jonah went down to Joppa on 
the Mediterranean to take passage thither 
(Jonah 1:1-3). It is said to have traded 
with Tyre (Isa. 23:6-16) in merchandise 
as silver, iron, and tin (Ezek. 27:12; 
Jer. 10:9). Many authorities have sought 
to identify Tarshish with ‘Tartessos’ of 
Herodotus IV, 152. Carthage in north- 
ern Africa, Ceylon, or Andalusia in 
Southern Spain are most often mentioned 
as possibilities for the location of Tar- 
tessos; but no evidence has been un- 
earthed to establish any one as _ such. 
‘Yet modern search for Tarshish—Tarsis 
—Tartessos has failed. The German 
archaeologist Adolf Schulten after sev- 
eral campaigns [in southern Spain] re- 
gretfully admitted in 1926 that the mys- 
terious city must lie deep under the 
river (Guadalquivir) and below the 
ground water level’ (Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 14th Ed., XXI, 123). 

“The confusion of Andalusia with Tar- 
shish arises quite likely because it was 
at a port of that region that Phoenician 
goods were exchanged for the metals of 
Tarshish. Dr. George Albert Cook of 


(Continued on page 690) 
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VI. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


Five kinds of power needed by the believer 





OW often we have said, “Thine is 
H the power,” but how little have 

we entered into the deep mean- 
ing of those words! Too often we have 
had our minds occupied with the 
thought, “Oh, that mine were the power!” 
But to have His strength we must have 
Himself. It is not that He will show 
that I am strong. I am ever to be learn- 
ing my own weakness—that I am weak- 
ness itself. But it is that His strength 
may overshadow me as a tent. Such is 
the meaning of the words, “that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 
Cor, 12:9). 

When God is about to manifest His 
power through His children, it is thus 
that He leads them. He brings them 
into this condition of heart—a condition 
in which there is no longer any contro- 
versy with Him, in which every part 
of their being is voluntarily yielded to 
Him, in which the heart is entirely at 
His disposal and maintained in an atti- 
tude of loyalty towards Him. There is 
then no hindrance in the instrument to 
the manifestation of His power. The 
channel is then open, and free from all 
obstruction to the flowing forth of His 
fullness. There will then be a manifes- 
tation of divine power in all directions. 

Conquering Power. The very first 
enemy that must be conquered, if we 
would lead triumphant lives, is self. The 
only power that can conquer self is the 
power of God. We get the benefit of 
that power by submitting to it—getting 
under it. To know what it is to be led 
forth in triumph by Christ you must first 
become His captive. He is always going 
forth as the Conqueror, and there are 
no conquerors but those who are in- 
cluded in His train, who are conquering 
because conquered by Christ. Have you 
noticed the reason which the centurion 
gave why his words commanded obe- 
dience? He did not say, “Because I am 
a man having authority’—but because 
“I am a man under authority.” And the 
greatness of his faith consisted in this, 
that he recognized Christ's relationship 
to the God of Heaven. “I also am a man 
set under authority.” Christ’s word was 
power because He was under divine 
authority. The centurion recognized 
Christ’s relationship to divine omnipo- 
tence. He thought that just as all the 
power of Rome was behind him, and he 
had but to speak and it was done, so all the 
power of Heaven was behind the Man 
Christ Jesus, and He had but to speak 
the word only, and his servant would 
be healed. 

Here is the secret of reigning over 
sin. We must be under divine control; 
we must know what it is fully to sub- 


Are we really willing to acknowl- 
edge that all power belongs to God, 
or do we want some of the credit 
for ourselves? It is only as we recog- 
nize our own weakness and look to 
Him moment by moment for strength 
that He can make us overcomers and 
cause us to abound in His service. 
This is the second part of Evan Hop- 
kins’ chapter on “Conditions of 
Power,” and the sixth article in the 
series of eight now being published 
in the Times. 

An American edition of Mr. Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in 
the Spiritual Life,” from which these 
articles are taken, will be issued this 
fall by The Sunday School Times 
Company. 








mit to it. “Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God.” 

Sustaining Power. Some there are of 
God’s children who seem to be always 
struggling to keep themselves up. You 
see a man in the water. In terror of 
sinking he begains to struggle, and soon 
he finds that his struggling is vain, as, 
in spite of all his efforts, he sinks. But 
there is power in that very water to keep 
him afloat. Faith, it is true, is needed, 
and certain conditions must be fulfilled. 
One is that he must cease from strug- 
gling. Let him cast himself on the water, 
and cease from trying to keep himself 
from sinking; let him trust the water 
to bear him up and instead of sinking 
he floats! 

So it is in finding the power that keeps 
us spiritually from falling. We must be 
ready and willing to abandon ourselves 
to His almighty keeping. The respon- 
sibility of keeping us from falling is His; 
the responsibility of trusting Him to keep 
us is ours, x 

Protecting Power. We need this on 
every hand. Not only over us and un- 
der us, but on all sides—encircling us, 
“who are being guarded in the power of 
God.” Christ, who is the power of God, 
is the fortress in which the trusting soul 
is garrisoned. Let the enemy find you 
thus entrenched, and he will be met by 
a power which is not yours but God’s; 
he cannot touch you. “He that was be- 
gotten of God [i.e., Christ] keepeth him- 
self, and the evil one toucheth him not” 
(1 John 5:18, R.V.). 


Transforming Power. The power of 
God is to fill us. When the Tabernacle 
was finished, then God’s presence filled 
it. “So Moses finished the work. Then 
a cloud covered the tent of the congre- 
gation, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. And Moses was not able 
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to enter into the tent of the congrega- 
tion, because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tab- 
ernacle” (Exod. 40:33-35). When we 
who are the temples of the living God 
lose the glory we lose the power. God 
transforms us by filling us. “That ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of 
God” is the blessing the apostle sought 
on behalf of the Ephesian converts. 

Lastly, Overcoming Power. Power, 
that is, for service, for aggressive work, 
and for suffering. . . . It is God Himself 
who is in the Church. “God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them” 
(2 Cor. 6:16). 

When the disciples said to our Lord, 
after their failure in the matter of the 
lunatic child, “Why could not we cast 
him out?” what was our Lord’s answer? 
“Because of your unbelief.” Consecra- 
tion, or an attitude of thoroughness 
towards God, and faith, are closely re- 
lated. 

We are addressing ourselves to those 
who are believers. It is not therefore 
a question of the impartation of the gift 
of faith; it is a question of the exercise 
of the faith they already possess. How 
is faith to be increased and strengthened? 

There are three things which faith 
needs—freedom, food, activity. 

Faith Needs Freedom, It is thorough- 
ness that liberates faith, When we are 
brought to give ourselves wholly to the 
Lord, then it is that our faith is set free. 
If our eye is not single our faith will 
be crippled, hampered. “How can ye 
believe, which receive honour one of an- 
other, and seek not the honour that 
cometh from God only?” The want of 
the single eye was that which made faith 
impossible. 

“I feel I cannot trust Him,” says one. 
Why not? Is He not trustworthy? “Oh, 
yes; but I feel something holding me 
back.” Is it anything like that to which 
David referred when he said, “If I re- 
gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me?” (Psa, 66:18.) Is there a 
suspicion that something is withheld? Is 
there any doubtful thing that you are 
afraid to bring into the light in order 
to have God’s judgment about it? It is 
not by trying to believe that faith gets 
Strengthened, but by removing the fet- 
ters that keep it bound. 

Again, Faith Needs Food, The Word 
of God is the food of faith. In order 
to trust, faith must have something to 
trust to, a Person to trust in. The Scrip- 
tures are the warrant of faith. If faith 
is not always occupied with this infal- 
lible warrant, it will grow weak and 

(Continued on page 679) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





them “Made-Anew,” are described 

by Phyllis Thompson in China’s 
Millions [now The Millions]. “It is 
better to save a soul than a body,” 
Made-Anew thought. “The body will 
last only a few more years; the soul 
is eternal. To be a midwife is good, 
but how much better to be a preacher 
and to rescue the souls of people.” 
She was in midwifery-training in her 
uncle’s hospital, and twenty-seven years 
of age. Of an old Christian family, 
she herself had only recently been 
converted. When her medical course 
was ended, she trained in a Bible school, 
and for ten years labored in visiting 
fifty-two outstations and holding evange- 
listic meetings. 

Later she came in contact with two 
women evangelists living in a remote 
and difficult field. The missionaries had 
left because of the Japanese invasion, 
and there were few to shepherd the 
flock. After the fighting came famine 
followed by plague. Many died of star- 
vation, and because those who were left 
were too weak to bury them, the plague 
had the right of way. Followed civil 
war. Made-Anew constantly wept at the 
sight of wounded soldiers, some mere 
lads. Yet there was the joy of spiritual 
harvest. She and her co-workers vis- 
ited villages in the mountains, where 
Christians were living in caves. The 
power of the Lord to convict and to 
convert was present with them. 

Came Communism and persecution. 
An official searched their little cave, and 
they were arrested. The night was spent 
in prayer and fasting, and the next day 
came release. They went to other vil- 
lages, where again souls were saved. 
This time they were arrested and or- 
dered to go to their distant home. They 
obeyed, but took two months in return- 
ing, holding meetings all the way in 
homes of Christians with whom they 
stayed, the Lord working with them in 
the salvation of souls. 

Persecution continues. Such women 
are the hope of the Church in China. 


Cem women preachers, among 


There has been spiritual refreshment 
among the Lakhers of Eastern India, but 
with it also spiritual perversions. A 
Pawi has been going about the Lakher 
villages teaching that unless you can 
actually see Christ on the cross, with 
much weeping for His sufferings; and 
unless you are filled with hysterical joy 
as when persons sway about in a folk 
dance performed before a corpse, you 
cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit. 


The people in the village churches are 
divided. Some are definitely against the 
hysteria, believing it a work of the Devil 


for the destruction of the church. Others 
insist that, in opposing it, one is fighting 
against the Holy Spirit. Others are car- 
ried away with it, holding meetings 
every night, which they continue in their 
homes. It thrives most on the continual 
rhythmic beating of two drums and the 
singing over and over again of the same 
hymn, sometimes for an hour at a stretch, 

Mr. Foxall speaks of confronting a 
group in hysteria with the reading of 1 
John 4:1-3: “Immediately I began to 
read, everything went quiet. Those who 
apparently could not stop, stopped at 
once. Then I prayed that God would 
reveal if this was His Spirit or not, Aft- 
erwards all went out quietly.” 

Rather different is the angle of the 
following story. A Congolese was being 
guided about the city of Bruges in Bel- 
gium, and, being well educated, was 
enjoying the architecture and art treas- 
ures of the churches. At one high altar 
he observed wax figures of babes, wax 
legs, and the like, representing prayer 
for offspring, healing of crippled limbs, 
and so on. “I can guess what these 
things are, he observed. You whites 
come to Congoland to destroy witchcraft, 
yet here are fetishes in all your 
churches.” . 


Chiang Kai-shek’s government sought 
to stamp out the manufacture of opium 
and its use, even by the death penalty, 
as well as the growing of the opium 
poppy. Most nations approve that pol- 
icy, but it is significant that Communist 
China is not among them. When the 
United States representative on the Nar- 
cotic Drug Commission of the United 
Nations called attention to the large 
heroin manufacture in China, Russian 
delegates tried unsuccessfully to have 
his remarks stricken from the record. 

This perhaps because sale of heroin 
is, possibly a fiscal aid to China in war- 
time. Or perhaps the Russian Com- 
munists, as Japanese militarists, think 
to extend narcotism in China to make 
the Chinese people more helpless and 
subservient, 

But the immoral stupidity of the West 
is as great. Lord Rochester has stated 
in the House of Lords that England 
destroys 900,000 tons of cereals yearly 
in the manufacture of intoxicants, the 
value of which, if saved, would solve the 
dollar problem and make austerity pro- 
grams unnecessary. 


The Second Coming of Christ is to be 
as personal as His first advent. It is 
indissolubly tied up with the Resurrec- 
tion in power, and not to be sublimated 
in any plan of social improvement. This 
last fact is coming to the consciousness 
of discouraged theological optimists. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Thus in an article in the Christian Cen- 
tury on “The Necessity of Eschatology,” 
Dr. John S. Hoyland, an English Quaker, 
says: 

“The old, shallow ‘liberal Christian’ 
outlook, with its acceptance of a steady 
development toward a worldly Kingdom 
of God achieved by a kind of escalator, 
lifting man upward in easy and effortless 
progress, has gone forever.” 

Then he concludes: “If Christianity 
is to regain its now lost significance, we 
must regain that primitive confidence 
in the coming world sovereignty of the 
Christ-revealed God. This means that 
the church must begin to lead in the 
great task of humanity in our time, the 
building of the actual working structure 
of a world government through which 
alone God’s sovereign will of peace, jus- 
tice, and freedom can be implemented.” 

So is the mighty Resurrection Ad- 
vent of our Lord reduced to develop- 
ment of the United Nations. Was there 
ever a more lame and impotent con- 
clusion! 


A theological student of the evan- 
gelical seminary in Aix-en-Provence 
(France) tells of camp experiences. He 
was deputed to teach the Bible to young 
campers. “Twenty girls came to class 
with their Bibles under their arms and 
sat themselves about the great table. 
We began our talk with reflections on 
the origin of Biblical books and their 
authors. On being questioned on the 
name of authors, a girl of twelve rose 
and, without hesitation, said: “Isaiah 
wrote the first thirty-nine chapters of 
the Book. Another prophet wrote the 
rest.” From another corner a voice was 
heard saying, “Moses did not write the 
five Books attributed to him.” Which 
was just what W. R. Harper set about 
to implant into the Sunday schools sixty 
years ago, assertions based on a priori 
antisupernatural biases, 


One of the difficulties in mission work 
is the endless number of dialects with 
which it has to be carried on. It is 
gratifying, therefore, to learn that Af- 
rica is so far becoming unified that new 
translations can minister to great areas 
which formerly required numerous local 
translations. The Union Swahili Ver- 
sion is the occasion of great rejoicing 
to Christians all over East Africa, from 
Zanzibar right into the heart of the Con- 
tinent. It will meet the needs of three 
millions, superseding three other ver- 
sions, thus standardizing the language 
over this vast area, 

A Congo Swahili version will do the 
same thing for the Congo area to the 
Atlantic, the two versions almost span- 
ning the Continent from east to west. 
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Lesson for August 24 


Indeed it is not improbable that before 
long these two versions may be merged 
in a single African Swahili version to 
the great simplification of life and Bible 
teaching in Africa, 


Brunner on the Social Gospel.—“What 
should be preached in a time like the 
present?” asks the Christian Century. 
Certainly not “the social gospel,” re- 
plies Emil Brunner (July 11). “Only 
the individual can believe, repent, and 
be ‘in Christ.’” The real theme of the 
Gospel is eternal salvation, eternal life 
in Christ—not ‘social salvation.’ Social 
welfare, the just order, are important 
things. But they are not the things the 
New Testament speaks about. The theme 
of the New Testament is eternal sal- 
vation, not temporal reform. 

“Many make merry over ‘the hellfire 
preachers’ and ‘emotional evangelists,’ 
who still think that the saving of souls 
is the important thing. They insist that 
the important thing is something much 
bigger, namely, ‘the Kingdom of God.’ 
But it must never be forgotten that these 
concerns ‘are not the real theme of the 
New Testament because they belong to 
the things that pass away.’ 

“Another lesson of these times is that 
perhaps anything we can do comes too 
late, that perhaps there will be no time 
for making plans and instituting reforms, 
In the New Testament, the main stress 
is not on what we do, but on what God 
does. Our era wants to change every- 
thing, improve everything. But the New 
Testament does not say, ‘You shall make 
all things new.’ It says, ‘Behold I make 
all things new.’ 

“In the New Testament the determina- 
tive thought about time is: we have not 
much time, it is high time. Hence the 
immense urgency of the New Testa- 
ment... . In such a time as this we learn 
again that all is transitory except the 
word of God in Holy Scripture, which 
contains everything we need. ... 

“The greatest social service that we 
can render to the world is to build up 
genuine community in Christ.” 

These burning sentences illustrate how 
far some “liberals” have traveled from 
Rauschenbusch’s “Theology for the Social 
Question” of the last generation, though 
it is not proof that Brunner has accepted 
the evangelical view of all the Scrip- 
tures. 


Ste. Therese of the Little Flower is a 
modern Roman Catholic saint associated 
with the Normandy town of Lisieux. 
But we are told that she has been ap- 
pearing to an Episcopalian of outre mer, 
Mrs. Helen Fiske Evans, by way of 
visions and especially through strange 
wafts of flower perfumes. In Mrs. Evans’ 


book, “The Garden of the Little Flower,” 
the contents of which are attested by 
two bishops, there are many witnesses 
to the actuality of these scent messages. 

Mrs. Evans even claims to have had 
various visions of Christ. 


Thus, on page 
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11: “One night our Lord asked me to 
take Him down from the Cross. I could 
not see the Cross, nor see Him hanging 
on it, but I felt that I took His body 
down and held Him in my arms.” 

Which is in no wise in accordance with 
Scripture. “Touch me not,” said Jesus 
to Mary. When John saw Jesus on Pat- 
mos he “fell at his feet as dead.” 

Mrs. Evans declares that Paul, too, 
appeared various times, once with the 
commendatory words, “Well done,” when 
she brought a Presbyterian girl to the 
confessional box; the Virgin, too, ap- 
peared in garb of solid diamonds! 

But it is Ste. Therese with her perfumes 
who attends on her with frequency. 
That the former rector of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s, a pronounced Modernist, should 
share in these visitations is of all things 
the strangest. 

“Dr. Norwood and 
very much in common. We both loved 
Ste. Therese. He came to talk to me 
about her and said he had smelled her 
perfumes in his rectory, especially the 
pungent sweetness of geranium leaves, 
which he considered his own perfume. 
He preached often about the Little 
Flower, and commended her autobiog- 
raphy as Lenten reading.” 

The note of Bible knowledge and Bible 
instruction is, to all intents and pur- 
poses, absent from this book. Perhaps 
that fact may illustrate into what vag- 
aries one is led who does not give atten- 
ticn to the Word of God. Thus both 
Mrs. Evans and Dr. Norwood claim to 
have seen Joan of Arc in full armor! 


I had something 


The Rev. Norman H. Camp was trained 
in the University of Illinois and the 
Northwestern Law School and practiced 
law for seven years before entering the 
ministry in association with the Moody 
Bible Institute in its colportage work. 
His “Way of Life Made Plain” has been 
translated into sixteen languages and 
distributed literally by the million. This 
leaflet was born in 1900 in R. A. Tor- 
rey’s Saturday night prayer meeting, 
which meeting has continued ever since 
and which Mr. Camp faithfully attended 
until ten days prior to his Homegoing 
on July 9. Mr. Camp wes on the execu- 
tive staff of large numbers of evangel- 
ical organizations, as the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League—a greatly useful 
man, passing on in his eighty-sixth year, 


In Sicily there are seven million men 
and women among whom the Italo- 
American Evangelical Mission is work- 
ing (via M. Di Casalotto, 12, Catania, 
Sicily). The leader of this faith mis- 
sion is Mr. A, S. Marchese, who tells us 
that, after three years of preaching and 
hard work, there churches in such 
places as Catania, Misterbianco, Scordia, 
Augusta, Belpasso, Motta di Livenza, 
Messina, Randazzo, Caitagirone, Vittoria, 
Ribera, Sciacca. “Our Mission was 
formed four years ago when the Lord 
let me know all the truth on salvation 


are 
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and put into my heart the desire to cast 
off all worldly pleasures, for preaching 
the Gospel in its purity and integrity.” 

Mr. Marchese has been joined by Mr. 
Pasquale Fieni, who was a contractor in 
Pennsylvania but who, on his conversion, 


abandoned all to preach the truth in 
Sicily. His English report is broken, but 
full of good news. He says that “from 
22nd May to 17th June, 1951, we had 
saved souls—Catania, 138; 31 in Mister- 
bianco; 31 in Randazzo; 26 in Vittoria; 2 
in Taormina, 

“In Vittoria, the Catholic priest com- 
mands the people of three thousand in- 
habitants. Some time ago he expelled 
some brethren from Randazzo, who had 
gone there to preach the Gospel. But 
we, pushed by God, went there and 
preached the Gospel in streets and 
squares, giving everybody tracts and 
Gospels. We would like to have the 
priest come, to make him ashamed with 
the Lord’s words. 

“We shall go over to Calabria, where, 
in Tiriolo, there is a blazing fire of wit- 
ness of belief in Christ. Near this small 
town there believers who, for lack 
of missionary visit, can’t know better the 
Lord’s words. Let’s give this people the 
Bread of life. John 6:35.” 

Mr. Marchese was a Franciscan monk, 
who has left all for Christ. Sicily is 
an impoverished land, and the life of a 
missionary hard indeed. “A quarter of 
liter of gasoline here costs 140 lire. By 
yourselves you can see how much this 
journey shall cost us. Believers in Christ 
are growing up from day to day and the 
people hungry of the Lord’s words, so 
we need Gospels and New Testaments.” 


are 


The Bible Society Record describes 
vigorous Bible distribution by three Jap- 
anese pastors. Mr, Okamura is head of 
a Bible institute and leader in a youth 
group drawn from thirty Holiness 
churches of his area. He has organized 
fifty bands, each with four or five young 
men, who work first the cities in the 
area, then the surrounding towns and 
villages. For this work they use their 
week ends, evenings after work, and 
summer and Christmas vacations. Their 
average monthly distribution last year 
was 30,000 (portions). 

Mr. Sumita of Yamaguchi has fifty 
trained student assistants. During Christ- 
mas holidays he hired a bus and a truck, 
carrying his men in the first and his 
Scriptures in the second, and in Decem- 
ber distributed 90,000 copies. 

Mr. Tanikawa is son cf a Buddhist 
priest and formerly worked in a temple. 
He travels with a motorcycle, which 
carries a second-hand film projector 
After a strenuous day distributing, with 
his assistants, he holds evening meetings, 
Admission to the meetings is contingent 
on the possession of the Gospel. He 
tells Gospel stories, with his film accom- 
panying. The past summer they con- 
ducted a special three weeks’ campaign 
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in the mountain district of Chichibu 
Prefecture, where they sold 33 Bibles, 
250 New Testaments, and over 30,000 
Gospel portions. 


Bible circulation in China continues, 
according to the report of the British 
Bible Society. The distribution last year 
reached a million and a half copies, of 
which 71,000 were Bibles and 77,500 New 
Testaments. ‘There is a continued de- 
mand for reference Bibles in South 
China, an indication of interest in Bible 
study. Christians in Hong Kong are pro- 
viding for the distribution of Scripture 
in Kwangsi Province. The Bible houses 
have been taken over by Chinese Chris- 
tians. Thus the general secretary in 
Shanghai is Dr. Baen Lee, a chartered 
accountant and former editor of the 
Commercial Press, a devoted Christian. 
Local mills are now producing good Bible 
paper, and binding materials are avail- 
able. 

In Sinkiang (once Eastern Turkestan), 
Mr. Martinson reports the situation to 
be “very heartening.” During the last 
few months he has sent a ton and a half 
of Scriptures to places in this far dis- 
tant province and has been in constant 
contact with the churches there. 

Numbers of Chinese Christians have 
gone to Sinkiang and the border of 
Tibet, and others are offering themselves 
as foreign missionaries to Afghanistan 
and elsewhere. 

And this from Japan. During the year, 
nearly ten thousand copies of Braille 
Scriptures in Japanese have been dis- 
tributed. What a boon! 


Varia.—In spite of hard times in 
England, Methodist contributions to for- 
eign missions reached last year its high- 
water mark, nearly £703,000. 

William L, Chenery, long-time editor 
of Colliers, has published his autobiog- 
raphy “So It Seemed.” He was born 
in Virginia and destined for the min- 
istry until “as a student of church his- 
tory in the University of Chicago” he 
was deflected therefrom. Yet the Uni- 
versity of Chicago was founded to build 
up the church of Christ, not to disinte- 
grate it. 


Signs of Israel’s Awakening.—Mr. A. B. 
Machlin of the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, who has been in 
Palestine recently, writes: “We visited 
a communal settlement where we found 
a Hebrew teacher instructing two hun- 
dred children. His textbook fora Jew- 
ish history course was the Bible itself, 
and he did not hesitate to teach from 
both Old and New Testaments.” At an- 
other time he watched Jewish girls 
avidly buying Hebrew Bibles containing 
both Testaments. 

Supply of Hebrew Bibles in Israeli 
schools is limited and the teachers are 
commonly willing to use Bibles with the 
New Testament included. So the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaigns has ordered 
for them 5,000 Hebrew Bibles with New 
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Testament as well as Old. The Hebrew 
characters are large and clear. the paper 
good, the binding durable. They are 
printed by the Cambridge University 
Press at $2. 

The Jewish Chronicle of London is 
quoted as saying: “The Jews pray for 
the coming of their Messiah. Christians 
will pray more and more for the second 
coming of Jesus. The paths converge.” 


A message from the American Bible 
Society reads: “There is a Christian 
enthusiasm and missionary spirit at work 
in Brazil such as the churches have 
never experienced. During 1951 larger 
quantities of Testaments and Gospel 
portions were distributed in Brazil than 
at any other time in the history of the 
Society. More than 300,000 whole Bibles 
were called for, which was approxi- 
mately ten times greater than the pre- 
vious year, and we expect the need for 
the present year will be in proportion.” 

The report of the British Bible Society 
quotes an example of this Bible interest 
in Brazil, “In Belem, at the mouth of 
the Amazon, sixteen groups of people 
paraded the streets with banners and 
slogans, announcing the Bible-Sunday 
meetings: a car equipped with loud- 
speaker toured the town inviting, peo- 
ple to ccme; the local radio station and 
two of the leading newspapers gave their 
support; and, in consequence, an audi- 
ence of almost five thousand gathered 
for the chief celebration in the after- 
noon. The two most moving things were 
the singing of the Portuguese versicn of 
Luther’s hymn, ‘Ein’ feste Burg,’ and 
the moment when the vast audience 
raised thousands of Bibles in the air 
while repeating, ‘Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet. and a light unto my path.’ 
This celebration was organized, be it 
noted, by an auxiliary whieh had been 
in existence only six months.” 
the recent martyrdom of a 
member of the New Tribes Mission. 
From the area in which he fell, the 
jungles of the Upper Amazon, comes the 
news of the Piros, who have recently 
been given the Gospel of Mark in type- 
script, and not printed. The results 
have already been remarkable. The few 
who can read it share it with their 
friends by reading aloud. A colporteur 
writes: 


I noted 


“Never before have I seen the work 
of the Holy Spirit so clearly manifested 
as among these so-called savage Indians, 
Their understanding of the Scriptures 
and their deep acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus are marvelous. . One of the 
chiefs is teaching the children, and some 
adults, to read.” Scriptures in Spanish 
have been left for the few who under- 
stand Spanish, to supplement the study 
of Mark’s Gospel. 

In Peru the demand for Scripture is 
such “that our staff has to devote itself 
solely to filling orders, even working 
far into the night.” 


August 9, 1952 


Brief Notes 


The Widener estate, which is north of 
Philadelphia, in Elkins Park, Montgom. 
ery Co., and which was built by the trae. 
tion magnate in 1907 at a cost of eight 
million, has been sold to Faith Seminary 
for $250,000, just the value of the land. 
It would take twenty-four million to 
build it today. The property is in good 
shape. Dr. Car] McIntire, chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Seminary, 
feels that this is a great mercy of God 
and a seal of His approval on the move- 
ment which has culminated in the Bible 
Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Robert I, Brown, trained in A)] 
Nations Bible College, London, went 
thereafter to Tunis to work among Mos- 
lems. In 1942 he was taken prisoner by 
the Germans and for two and a half 
years was in concentration camps. There 
he preached the Gospel and studied for 
the B.A. examination of London Uni- 
versity, in which he was successful, 

Followed mission work in Kairouan, 
the holy city of North Africa. Now he 
is in the United States for the enlist- 
ment of men and wemen in this field. 
This mission—the North Africa Mis- 
sion—works in French and _ Spanish 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and 
Tangier (with mission hospital). His 
address is 523 Owen Rd., Wynnewood, 
Pa. 


Two British scientists, who have re- 
ceived Nobel prizes in physics for 1951, 
are loyal Methodist Christians. They 
are Sir John Cockcroft and Dr. E. T. §S. 
Walton, both trained by Rutherford at 
Cambridge University. They first split 
the atom by mechanical action. Dr. 
Walten is son of a Methodist minister 
and is professor in Trinity College, Dub- 
lin; also a Methodist local preacher, In- 
deed, he preached in a Stockholm Meth- 
odist church when he went thither to 
receive the Nobel Prize for Physics. 


An Apology.—The Rev Daniel Shearer 
is pastor of the First Evangelical United 
Brethren Church in Harrisburg, Pa. 
Some eighteen months ago he was asked 
to address a local Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals and to 
pronounce the benediction afterward 
This he did. Then he was asked to pose 
for his photograph with the chairman 
at the close. As it happened, a cat 
walked in front of him and he bent 
over to stroke it at the very moment the 
photographer snapped. The press ran 
the picture, explaining that he “was 
blessing the cat,” which in the ecclesi- 
astical sense, was the last thing in his 
mind. The story caused Mr. Shearer, a 
true evangelical pastor, much mortifica- 
tion and we regret to say, found lodg- 
ment in our Survey (May 5, 1951), as an 
illustration of the eccentric doings com- 
mon in Modernist circles, 

At this late day we offer sincere apol- 
ogies. 


——— 


_ 
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Lesson for August 24 


VI. The Law of Liberty in the 
Spiritual Life 
(Continued from page 675) 


feeble. Faith may be suffering from 
starvation. Our thoughts may turn upon 
ourselves; we may be occupied with our 
own activity, with our own act of be- 
lieving, rather than with the Word of 
God. ‘But it is only as faith grasps the 
truth of the Scripture, or the facts that 
the Scripture reveals, that it gets 
strengthened. 

Once More, Faith Needs Exercise, All 
faith is given to be used. We do not 
know whether we have it at all until we 
are using it. This comes out in obe- 
dience; for what is obedience but faith in 
action? Faith must carry out into prac- 
tice that which it believes. 

It is so with the body. Unless we take 
exercise as well as food, we become in- 
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dolent and slothful. So with the soul 
there is such a thing as spiritual indiges- 
tion. Our practical obedience and cour- 
age of faith may be a long way behind 
our knowledge. Let us be stepping out 
continually on the light revealed to us; 
that is, putting into practice, translat- 
ing into action the truth we are receiv- 
ing as food in our hearts. 

It is as our faith grows that our 
strength increases. No greater blessing 
can possibly be desired than the growth 
of our faith, because this involves the 
well-being of every other part of our 
spiritual life. 

The apostle said on behalf of the Thes- 
salonians, “We are bound to thank God 
always for you, brethren, as it is meet, 
because that your faith groweth exceed- 
ingly” (2 Thess 1:3). 

“According to your faith be it unto 
you.” 

(To be continued) 


George Washington Carver's Partnership 


How he recognized God's claim on his life and co-operated with God in all that he did 


EORGE WASHINGTON CARVER is 

acknowledged to have been the 
world’s greatest agricultural chemist. 
The world-wide fame that he achieved 
did not spoil him in any way though. 
Nor did he use his talent to further his 
own ends. For this great Negro chem- 
ist was as great in spirit as he was in 
achievement. 

He called his laboratory, “God's Little 
Workshop,” and his entire career was a 
partnership with God. He believed that 
all science pointed to God. George 
Washington Carver looked upon himself 
as just a servant of God, regarding him- 
self as an instrument in God’s hands. 

His was a keen intelligence, and, in 
spite of his college training, he claimed 
he was “God-taught.” In his own words, 
this is what he had to say regarding 
his outstanding ability, “I ask God daily, 
and often momentarily, to give me wis- 
dom, understanding, and bodily strength 
to do His will; hence I am asking and 
receiving all the time.” 

George Washington Carver was born 
in 1864. Toward the end of the Civil 
War, a raiding army swept through Mis- 
souri and kidnaped a slave baby and his 
mother from the farm of their master, 
Moses Carver, at Diamond Grove, near 
Joplin. This slave baby, the future 
George Washington Carver, was restored 
to Mr. Carver by a bushwhacker in 
exchange for a race horse valued at $300. 
He remained with the Carvers until he 
was ten, then set out to make his way 
in the world. 

Too frail for work in the fields, he did 
house and garden work. He hada “green 
thumb” from the beginning, and while 
still a child, was called a “plant doctor.” 
Always he wanted to know things. At the 


By KATHERINE BEVIS 


age of nineteen, he entered high school at 
Minneapolis, Kans. From there he went 
to Simpson College at Indianola, Iowa, 
then to Iowa State College of Agricul- 
tural and Mechanic Arts, at Ames, where, 
in 1894, he received a B.S. degree in 
agriculture, and, in 1896, an M.S. de- 
gree. Every step of his education was 
paid for by his own work, 

His achievements brought him to the 
attention of Booker T, Washington, foun- 
der of Tuskegee Institute, who asked 
him to come there as head of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, in 1896. In his 
forty-six years at Tuskegee, he did not- 
able work in chemurgy and scientific 
agriculture, 

From peanuts, sweet potatoes, cotton, 
and clays he made scores of useful prod- 
ucts. We are told that from the peanut 
alone he made some three hundred 
products, among which were milk, but- 
ter, cheese, coffee, pickles, shaving lo- 
tion, flour, soap, ink, cosmetics, and 
many, many others, 

In his scientific experiments with the 
sweet potato, in his simple laboratory, 
working mostly with homemade equip- 
ment, the same equipment he had used 
in his experiments and discoveries with 
the peanut, he made 118 products from 
that edible root of a creeping vine, 
among which were starch, library paste, 
candy, and the like. 

Rising from slavery to a place in the 
world that makes all mankind indebted 
to him, Carver was more than a famous 
chemist whose name lives on after him. 
For in his effective research and find- 
ings, he was one of the world’s greatest 
examples of what happens to a person 
when he recognizes God’s claim to his 
life, and then, after recognizing this 
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claim, co-operates with God in all that 
he does. 

Dedicating himself, his time, and his 
talent to the service of God, he counted 
it a privilege to stand true to his dedi- 
cation. 

Someone might say, “Carver's suc- 
cess was due to having a mind far above. 
the average.” This is true, but the thing 
that made this great mind count for 
God was his unselfishness. People who 
have made great names for themselves 
can be placed in two groups, namely, 
the selfish and the unselfish. This is 
the first point to consider in living a 
life that counts. For not all who have 
made great names for themselves can 
have said of them, what can be said 
of Carver. 

Then, to live a life that counts, that 
life must be linked with God. Just liv- 
ing for others and not linking our life 
with God, can prevent our life from 
counting, 

Carver was willing to let God direct 
his life. We may not have the abilities 
that Carver had, but if God can have 
our average “ability,” He can make that 
“average ability” count for much, 

Yes, God directing and working 
through our lives can make them 
“count.” We may not all be “Carvers” 
when it comes to the abilities that we 
possess, but we can all be “Carvers” in 
that we link our lives with God, letting 
Him direct and lead. 

George Washington Carver died in 
1943, but three years prior to his death, 
he gave his life savings toward estab- 
lishing the George Washington Carver 
Foundation for research in agricultural 
chemistry. 

Besides Carver’s great achievements as 
a scientist, he was a lover of beautiful 
music and art, and though not much is 
told us of any great achievements among 
these arts, he was both a painter and a 
musician, 


Houston, TEX. 
sn 


Rally Day in 1952 


T IS time to think of plans for the 

coming fall and winter in your Sun- 
day school, and an excellent help toward 
a good start in the fall work is an inm- 
spirational Rally Day including the 
whole school. 

A new service for Rally Day that does 
not involve rehearsing and elaborate 
preparation has been written by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It is called “Royal In- 
vitations,” and it includes responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
readings and recitations for the various 
departments, and original hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, 

“Royal Invitations” is available in con- 
venient leaflet form, and may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1952 Rally Day service. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. AUGUST 24. DAVID BECOMES KING 


1 Samuel 16; 18; 22:1, 2; 23:15-18; 2 Samuel 1:1 to 2:4a; 3:1; 5:1-5; printed text, 1 Samuel 18:1-5, 
14-16; 22:1, 2; 2 Samuel 5:1-5 


Golden Text.—Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.—1 Sam. 16:7 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Sam. 18:1 And it came to pass, when he had made an 
end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 
soul. 

2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no 
more home to his father’s house, 

3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, 
he loved him as his own soul, 

4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to 
his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 

5 And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and 
behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of 
war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and 
also in the sight of Saul’s servants, 


because 


14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; 
and the Lorp was with him. 

15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very 
wisely, he was afraid of him. 

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went 
out and came in before them. 


to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his 
father’s house heard it, they went down thither to him. 

2 And every one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered 
themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: 
and there were with him about four hundred men. 

2 Sam. 5:1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto 
Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and 
thy flesh. 

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast 
he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the Lorp 
said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt 
be a captain over Israel. 

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; 
and king David made a league with them in Hebron before 
the Lorp: and they anointed David king over Israel. 

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned forty years, 

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six 
months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years 
over all Israel and Judah, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


Chap. 22:1 David therefore departed thence, and escaped 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


REVIEW of the history of Israel, 
with emphasis on the develop- 


ments leading up to the accession 
of David, would form a valuable ap- 
proach to the present lesson. 

Out of the almost universal apostasy 
and idolatry of the nations, God called 
Abraham, with purpose to raise up a 
nation which should preserve and propa- 
gate the knowledge of the true and liv- 
ing God, and through which His redemp- 
tive werk should be wrought. The land 
appointed for the home of this chosen 
nation was Canaan, whose inhabitants 
were grossly idolatrous. Actual pos- 
session of the land was not given to 
Abraham, but reserved for his seed when 
they should become a nation capable of 
settling it. This took place, not in the 
glad freedoms of Canaan, but in the sore 
bondage of Egypt, whither the covenant 
family had gone for bread in the days of 
Joseph. 

When the full time was come, the af- 
flictions of Israel being exceedingly 
heavy and the wickedness of the inhabi- 
tants of Canaan calling aloud for judg- 
ment, God raised up Moses to lead His 
people, by a great deliverance, out of 
the afflictions of Egypt, to the Land of 
Promise. At Sinai they were organized 


into an orderly nation, given a holy Law, 
and taught in the knowledge of God. 


% “ “ % 


But their entrance into the Land of 
Promise was postponed for thirty-eight 
years because of their rebellicus ways, 
and when they were within sight of 
their goal, God took away their great 
leader, Moses, and gave them Joshua, 
who directed the military campaigns by 
which the land came into their posses- 
sion. 

But here, in the land, the willfulness 
and the waywardness of Israel were ap- 
parent. Instead of carrying through the 
judgments of God upon the wicked 
nations in Canaan, and so gaining full 
control of the land, they spared the 
nations around them and yielded to the 
lure of their heathen practices. In chas- 
tisement God brought them low before 
their enemies, but when they cried to 
God, He raised up deliverers who broke 
the yoke of their foes and for a season 
brought Israel back to the worship of 
Jehovah. This story was repeated again 
and again, as we read in the Book of 
Judges, 

At last, in the days of Samuel, Israel 
decided that the system of Judges was 
rather hit-and-miss. They wanted to be 
“like all the nations,” and have a king 
who would unify them and stabilize the 
nation and give them more sustained 
leadership. God gave them the desire 
of their hearts, not only in the matter of 
the kingship, but in the kind of man 
who would appeal to their pride. But 
Saul, the man after their heart, proved 
a great disappointment, who in his later 


years spent more time indulging his envy 
and hatred of David than minding the 
welfare of the kingdom, and his light 
went out in tragedy. 

Meantime God, having shown His peo- 
ple that their own desires only led to 
disillusion, was preparing the man after 
His own heart, not only in mercy toward 
afflicted Israel, but in order to establish 
that royal line from which the Redeemer 
should spring, after the flesh. It is this 
man who now mounts the throne, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 18:1.—“The soul of Jonathan 
was knit with the soul of David.” The 
generous heart of Jonathan knew no 
jealousy of David’s success, but admired 
the courage and simplicity of the young 
hero. He regarded him as a kindred 
spirit, and an indissoluble bond was es- 
tablished. 

Verse 2—“And Saul . . . would let 
him go no more home.” Saul was on 
the lookout for such young men of prom- 
ise to take part in his military expedi- 
tions. David had been before Saul 
earlier, as a musician (chap, 16:17-23). 
Now his chief role was war. 

Verse 3.—“Then Jonathan and David 
made a covenant.” It was a covenant of 
friendship. Had they been of equal 
rank, such a covenant might not have 
been necessary, but the covenant broke 
down that barrier. 

Verse 4.—“‘And Jonathan stripped him- 
self of the robe , . . and his garments.” 
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Lesson for August 24 


This gift of one’s own clothing was a 
mark of highest esteem and affection. 
The robe would be that of the aristocrat, 
which Jonathan was wearing at the mo- 
ment. The “garments” probably refer 
to his military outfit, including the girdle 
bearing the sword and other accouter- 
ment. 

Verse 5.—“And David , . . behaved him- 
self wisely.” The margin reads, “pros- 
pered.” Both are correct, but the read- 
ing of the text gives the cause, and that 
of the margin gives the result. 

Verse 14—“‘And the Lord was with 
him.” The order was: (1) the Lord 
was with him; (2) he behaved himself 
wisely; (3) he _ prospered. Compare 
Genesis 39: 2. 

Verse 15.—“Wherefore ... Saul... 
was afraid of him.” Envy is followed 
by fear. There was none more loyal 
than David, but Saul’s evil heart attrib- 
uted evil designs to others. 

Verse 16.—“But all Israel and Judah 
loved David.” As Saul thrust David 
from him, he only put David more in 
the public eye, so that his reputation 
increased. 

Chap. 22:1.—“David escaped to 
the cave Adullam.” His way to the 
throne was not smooth. All this perse- 
cution was a test of David's loyalty, and 
it was better discipline than he knew 
for his future task. 

Verse 2.—“And every one that was in 
distress . . . gathered themselves unto 
him.” They were a motley crew that 
came to him, but he whipped them into 
a band of heroes. Those who gather 
to Jesus are just a pack of sinners, but 
He makes princes of us! 

2 Sam. 5:1.—“Behold, we are thy bone 
and thy flesh.” The tribes were a long 
time coming to see that! They clung to 
the poor house of Saul for over seven 
years before submitting to their God- 
given king. Is that how we treat the 
Lord Jesus? See Ephesians 5:30. 


Verse 2.—“Thou . leddest out and 
broughtest in Israel: and the Lord said 
to thee, Thou shalt feed my people.” 
Two more good reasons why he should 
be king—because of his service to the 
people, and because of God’s appoint- 
ment. 

Verse 3.—“And they anointed David 
king over Israel.” This was the third 
anointing. See 1 Samuel 16:12, 13; 2 
Samuel 2:4. Now all the tribes were 
unified under God’s man. 


Verse 4.—“David was thirty years old.” 
That is, when he began to reign over 
Judah, so he would be thirty-seven when 
Israel submitted. See Luke 3:23. 


Verse 5.—“In Hebron .. . and in Jeru- 
salem.” The seven and a half years in 
Hebron must have been very difficult, 
the struggle with the house of Saul being 
added to all other cares. David, as a 





soldier, always had an eye for strong 
locations, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 

7. August 17.—The Tragedy of Saul. 
1 Samuel 13:8-14; 15; 18; 28; 31 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 31.—The Reign of David. 
2 Samuel 5:6-25; 8 and 9 








The Heart of the Lesson 


God knew the plots, the treacheries, 
and the dangers which the years ahead 
held for young David. It is, therefore, 
a token of the kindness and mercy of 
God that He gave him the comfort and 
the strengthening of a deep, rich, and 
beautiful friendship. The love of Jona- 
than went far to counterbalance the 
envy and hatred of his father, and doubt- 
less was a strong factor in saving David 
from abandoning himself to bitterness 
and revenge against Saul. The faithful 
love of Jonathan is all the more admir- 
able in that he realized that David would 
occupy the throne to which he normally 
was heir (1 Sam. 23: 16-18). We must in- 
deed find our support in God, but He who 
knows our frame is not unmindful of our 
need of human comfort. How often He 
sends “a friend in need”! 

God’s plan for the believer's life will 
never be realized without opposition. 
David was ordained to be king, but Saul 
threw all the malice and all the guile 
with which Satan inspired him to frus- 
trate the purpose of God. Of course it 
was all futile, for all the inventions of 
men and devils cannot overturn what 
God has decreed. Not only so, but all 
that opposition only served to build 
David into the man he needed to be for 
the task which awaited him. Sometimes 
we are inclined to question our being 
in the will of God when we meet with 
opposition and difficulty where we ex- 
pected only prosperity. Let us remem- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

ROM what tribe did David spring? 

2. What was David’s home town, 
and for what event is it famous? 

3. What occasion gave rise to the state- 
ment in the Golden Text? 

4. How did David first come into touch 
with Saul? 

5. What first stirred Saul’s suspicion 
that David might be the one chosen to 
replace him? 

6. What circumstance makes Jona- 
than’s love for David the more wonder- 
ful? 

7. Where did David hide before he 
went to the cave of Adullam? 

8. What was David's first capital? 

9. How long did the northern tribes 
hold out against David after the death 
of Saul? 

10. How did David honor Jonathan's 
friendship in later years? 

(Answers on page 686) 
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ber that there are forces ever antago- 
nistic to the will of God, but God only 
uses their antagonism to perfect that 
which concerneth us, and to train and 
discipline us. 

Even when David came to the throne, 
he was not accepted by the whole nation, 
but only by Judah. It took seven and 
a half years to bring all the tribes to 
his feet. At the present time only the 
elect few acclaim the Lord Jesus, but 
the day will come when at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
(Phil. 2:10, 11). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Beautiful friendship (1 Sam, 18:1-4). 
2. Bitter hatred (vs. 5, 14-16). 

3. Strange support (chap, 22:1, 2). 

4. Complete submission (2 Sam, 5:1-5). 


Topics for Development 

David and Jonathan, I should hesi- 
tate to affirm that we have here a type 
of relationship which exists between 
Christ and the believer, but there are 
certain features of it which do suggest 
spiritual truth First, our friendship 
with the Lord Jesus is a covenant friend- 
ship, sealed by His blood. Second, He 
has given us His robe, clothing us witn 
His righteousness, which is the very 
rightecusness of God. Third, He has 
equipped us with armor which finally 
is Himself in all His sufficiency (Eph. 
6:11-17). Fourth, while Jonathan pleaded 
unsuccessfully for David before an un- 
worthy father, our Lord effectually 
pleads for us before His holy Father, 

Three Good Reasons, When the tribes 
of Israel gathered to make David king, 
they offered three reasons: first, his kin- 
ship; second, his Saviourhood; third, his 
divine appointment (2 Sam. 5:1, 2). How 
aptly these reasons apply to our making 
Christ the King of our lives! By His 
stoop to be made in all things like His 
brethren, we are bone of His bone and 
flesh of His flesh (Eph, 5:30). Then He 
has saved us with a great salvation, car- 
ing for us even in days when we were 
giving our allegiance to some Saul of our 
own choosing. And we know that God 
has appointed Him to be King of kings 
and Lord of lords. Against that, can we 
offer any reason for not making Him 
King? 
Personal Applications 

Cherish the friendships which God gra- 
ciously brings into your life, but never 
forget that Jesus is the best friend of all. 

The best recipe for good luck is to 
have the Lord with you (1 Sam, 18:5, 
14). Tyndale’s translation of Genesis 39:2 
runs, “And the Lord was with Joseph, 
and he was a luckie felowe.” 

Bring the worst to Jesus. He can make 
them mighty men of valor (1 Sam, 22:2). 

Nothing so strikes fear into our en- 
emies as evidences that the Lord is with 
us (1 Sam. 18:15). Leave the being afraid 
to your enemies 
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Don’t fret in times of affliction. The 
cross is only fitting you for the crown. 


Golden Text 


1 Sam. 16:7.—“Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.” That is why our judg- 
ments are so often wrong. A youth is 
fascinated by a fair appearance, and 
marries in haste, to repent at leisure. 
An employer rejects an applicant be- 
cause he does not have “personality,” 
only to discover that a rival has found 
a genius. God is not deceived. He 
knows the heart of every man, and He 
knows yours, 

ELMHUwRST, ILL, 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcesTeD HYMNS 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart 
Today” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
to whom the secrets of all hearts are 
open and from whom nothing is hid, help 
us to see ourselves as we appear to Thee. 
Keep us from putting on a show of pleas- 
antness and goodness that makes us ap- 
pear better than we are. Search and 
cleanse our hearts, O Lord, that we may 
live with transparent sincerity, pure 
motives, and noble intent. We thank 
Thee for a Saviour able to save sinners 
such as we are, and we cast ourselves 
afresh upon Him that we may find Thy 
pardon, and Thy help to master our sins, 
Bring Thy Word with power to all who 
hear it today. Produce true repentance 
and faith in many lives, and turn even 
the worst of Thy foes in penitence to 
the Saviour. For the sick, the bereaved, 
the tempted and tried, we pray. Help 
them according to their need. Bring 
the kingdoms of earth under the sway 
of Christ, for the glory of Thy name 
and the good of all. We ask these 
mercies through our Lord Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—When Saul was. 


crowned, his towering stature made him 
look every inch a king. But time proved 
that he lacked important qualities of 
character needed for ruling a _ nation. 
After such a disappointment in Saul, 
Samuel might have realized that more 
than impressive appearance would be re- 
quired in the man who should succeed 
Saul. Yet, on seeing Eliab’s height and 
fine appearance, Samuel thought this was 
the man God was choosing. He had 
to be reminded that man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
on the heart. Not the oldest son, Eliab, 
but the the youngest, David, had the 
qualities of heart God wanted in Israel’s 
king. 

Like Samuel, we, too, judge overmuch 
by outward appearance. What is worse, 
we ourselves are often more anxious to 
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be seen in a favorable light before men 
than that our hearts should be right 
before God. It is so easy to imagine 
that to appear good, pure, devout before 
men is enough, even though God sees 
evil intents, unclean thoughts, and irrev- 
erence in our hearts. Always remember 
God judges according to what we really 
are, not according to what we seem to be, 





GOD SEES US 
NOT AS WE | eae 
BUT RE 
He will sweep away our fair outward 
show of goodness, and expose the sins 
we hide from men, if we go on to the 


end with nothing more than outward 
show. 











An old, rotten hulk of a vessel was 
given a shiny coat of paint that made 
her look like new. “She looks better 
now,” said one man to another. “Yes,” 
was the reply, “but she needed carpen- 
ters, not painters.” Then, taking his 
pocket knife, he easily ran it into the 
vessel’s side. “The rotten timber is there 
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yet,” he said. “Beneath the paint she 
is rotten still.” What does God, who 
looks upon the heart, see back of the 
window dressing of our lives? If He 
sees things you would not want brought 
to general view, confess those things to 
God in prayer as sin, forsake them, and 
pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right spirit within 


me. 
VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jonathan stripped himself of 
the robe that was upon him” (1 Sam. 
18:4).—Our lesson informs us that after 
David's victory over Goliath, Saul took 
him “and would let him go no more 
home to his father’s house.” It is one 
thing to receive a deliverer into one’s 
home, but a much superior thing to re- 
ceive him into one’s heart. Saul did 
the former, while Jonathan did the lat- 
ter. While Saul was jealous of David 
and sought to kill him, Jonathan loved 


Basis OF UNWVA ANA RING Wisdom ! 
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“David behaved himself WISELY 
in all his ways.” (2Sam. /8:/4.) 


“If any of you LACK WISDOM, 
let him ask of God, that giveth 

toall men Jiberally and it shall 

be iven him. But let him ask in 
faith, nothing WAVEring .For he 
that WAVEreth is like a WAVE of 
the sea driven with the wind and 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Lesson for August 24 


him “as his own soul,” and sought to 
honor him. 

Jonathan seemed to realize he owed 
his life to David. He was truly grate- 
ful, and manifested his love by stripping 
himself of robe, garments, sword, bow, 
and girdle. He handed over everything 
to David—everything that might distin- 
guish him as a warrior and a prince 
among men. He doubtless felt that Da- 
vid alone was worthy of such garments 
and arms, 

The Apostle Paul stripped himself of 
all that distinguished him as a man 
among men, and counted all such things 
as refuse that he might have Christ alone 
as his gain (Phil. 3). All for Christ 
—He is the worthy One! Are we doing 
and saying the same? 

After a talented singer had appre- 
hended Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord, 
she was urged to devote her life to opera. 
Unhesitatingly she said: “I cannot. I 
stand by every word I utter when I sing, 
and I feel I must until I die. It is not 
alone song with me—melodious sounds; 
it is the lesson inculcated; hope for the 
future, bright joys to come, the mercy 
of an all-wise God. I would not sing 
a wicked or a frivolous word before 
an audience for anything on earth.” 


“And David behaved himself wisely” 
(1 Sam, 18:14).—David never lifted his 
hand against Saul; he served him faith- 
fully, he performed his duty and pa- 
tiently endured the jealousy and hatred 
manifested toward him. The Lord was 
with him and crowned all his efforts 
with success. (See Psalm 101.) The pros- 
perity following David's consistent life 
increased Saul’s fear and hatred of him. 

The perfect life of the Lord Jesus 
brought out the hatred of scribes, Phari- 
sees, and priests. Believers need not 
marvel today if they are hated for their 
godliness. 

I have a Christian friend who has had 
a striking plaque made on which are in- 
scribed the Lord’s words in Matthew 10: 
25: “It is erough for the disciple that 
he be as his master, and the servant as 
his lord.” He keeps the words promi- 
nently before him and frequently asks 
himself, “Is it enough for me that I be 
as my Master?” 

Although David was hated by Saul, 
he was loved of “all Israel and Judah.” 
The common people heard the Lord 
Jesus “gladly,” while He was hated by 
the rulers (Mark 12:37). A wise and 
consistent walk on the part of a child 
of God is a powerful testimony to the 
unsaved. 

A young man had been nearly be- 
trayed into principles of infidelity, but 
“there was one argument in favor of 
Christianity,” he said, “which I could 
never refute—the consistent conduct of 
my own father.” 

“David therefore... 
cave Adullam” (1 Sam. 


escaped to the 
22:1).—While 


in Palestine, I made it a point to visit 
the cave Adullam. 


Before exploring the 
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this portion of 
pleasure seeking 


cave, I meditated on 
Scripture. It was a 
to visualize the three “D’s”—the dis- 
tressed, the debtors, and the discon- 
tented—finding their way to David in 
this cave. It was easy for David to 
sympathize with them, for Saul was tak- 
ing their sons for horsemen, and runners, 
and farmers, and munition makers. He 
was taking their daughters to be con- 
fectionaries, cooks, and bakers. He was 
taking their fields, vineyards, and olive- 
yards and giving them to his favorites. 
He was taking a tenth of their seed, and 
of their sheep. He was appropriating 
their men servants and maidservants (1 
Sam. 8:11-16). What stories these four 
hundred could tell David! And he be- 
came their captain. He knew he had 
been anointed king; and although he was 
in rejection at the moment, he was aware 
that one day he would occupy the throne. 
He could assure them that he would 
settle or else cancel their debts; he 
would bring them out of their distresses, 
and change their discontent to satisfac- 
tion. 

The Lord Jesus is the captain of our 
salvation (Heb, 2:10). He invites the 
distressed, the debtors, and the discon- 
tented to come to Him. By reason of 
His death for our sins, and His resur- 
rection and present session in Heaven, 
He can change their circumstances. 

A soul-winner approached a distressed 
looking man and asked, “What is 
wrong?” “Wrong! Everything is wrong. 
My soul is lost, and I have only now 
found it out.” “Are there no people 
known to you whom you can believe, 
whatever they say to you?” he was asked 
“Yes,” said the sorrowing one. “Just 
as you believe them, will you now be- 
lieve God? God says in His Word: 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.’” “I wish to see it for myself,” 
said the man. His guide opened to the 
passage. “Give me the Book, that I 
may read it for myself.” With his fin- 
ger fixed on the words, he read them 


over and over and over again. “God, 
I take You at Your Word,” he cried. 
Before they parted, his friend asked 


him: “How is it now?” “My burden is 
gone,” he said. 

“David was thirty years old when he 
began to reign” (2 Sam, 5:4).—David’s 
period of rejection was over. He reigned 
over Judah first; then over all Israel. 
He remembered all those over whom 
he became captain in the cave Adullam 
and placed them in positions of honor 
and usefulness in his kingdom. When 
our Lord comes back as King of kings 
and Lord of lords, He will reward those 


who have suffered with Him (Rev. 5: 
10; 22:5). 
Wawona, CALIF, 


be 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, the story of David's life 
reads like a romance. Of course, 
romance is thought of as being fiction, 
but the Bible record of David's wonder- 
ful life is true. It is one of those in- 
stances where truth is stranger than 
fiction. This is the first of four lessons 
we are to have on David in the present 


quarter, all of which will afford rich 
material for our study. We begin with 
the immediate results of that breath- 


taking duel, when a shepherd lad went 
forth on the battlefield with only a sling 
and five smooth stones, but with un- 
shakable faith in the presence and power 
of God—a “yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death” faith 
—right up in front of an armored giant, 
and with unerring aim broke his skull 
with the first smooth stone. It served 
to put the whole Philistine army to 
flight. 

Thirty-eight years ago a Serbian ter- 
rorist in Serajevo, Bosnia, shot and 
killed the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, 
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heir to the Austrian throne, an incident 
which precipitated World War I. It was 
afterward spoken of as “the shot heard 
round the world.” It can be truly said 
that the cracking sound of the one 
smooth stone from David’s sling upon 
Goliath’s head has reverberated down 
through thirty centuries and will con- 
tinue to do so as long as time shall last. 
I like to think of David’s humility dur- 
ing those early days of his career. In 
spite of the fact that he was a handsome 
youth—“Now he was ruddy, and withal 
of a beautiful countenance, and goodly 
to look to” (1 Sam. 16:12)—notwith- 
standing, he was fully aware that he 
had been anointed to be king some day; 
and although he was admired and 
praised by all the people for his vic- 
tory over the giant, yet he “behaved 
himself wisely . . . and the Lord was 
with him [as] he went out and 
came in before them” (chap. 18: 14-16). 
Truly a modest young fellow! True 
greatness is always accompanied by true 
humility. 

God hath sworn to lift on high 

Who sinks himself by true humility. 

—Keble. 

Nearest the throne itself must be 

The footstool of humility. 

—James Montgomery. 

Another one of David’s outstanding 
traits was his magnanimous spirit. Even 
while King Saul relentlessly pursued 
him and sought on numbers of occasions 
to take David’s life, so that once he ex- 
claimed, “There is but a step between me 
and death” (1 Sam. 20:3), David showed 
no resentment. Twice during those days 
of pursuit he had Saul’s life in his hands: 
first in the cave of En-Gedi (1 Sam. 24 
—read it) and next in the wilderness of 
Ziph, where David and Abishai came 
upon Saul asleep in his camp—and 
Abishai said to David, “God hath de- 
livered thine enemy into thine hand this 
day: now therefore let me smite him, 
I pray thee, with the spear even to the 
earth at once, and I will not smite him 
the second time.” Yes, Abishai would 
finish him with one blow (1 Sam. 26:8— 
read this chapter, too; it is great). Da- 
vid in both cases restrained himself and 
his men, saying, “Destroy him not: for 
who can stretch forth his hand against 
the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?” 
There, truly, was a princely soul. He 
reminds you of another nearly perfect 
character—Joseph in Egypt, when he 
exclaimed, “How then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen, 
39: 9.) 

Fellows, if you can walk humbly be- 
fore the Lord, and be magnanimous 
toward friend and foe alike, you will 
come very near to fulfilling the “new 
commandment,” sometimes called the 
Eleventh Commandment, which was 


given to His disciples just before Jesus 
went out into the Garden of Gethsemane 
on that momentous Thursday night (see 
John 13:34, 35). 


Fontana Dam, N, C, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Why He Dared To Speak.—Man look- 
eth on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7, 
Golden Text). A man who had been a 
prize fighter and gamb!er was converted 
and became an evangelist. One night 
just before speaking at a service, an en- 
velope was handed him. It contained 
a list of sins and crimes he had com- 
mitted in his unconverted days in that 
very city. At first he felt like running 
away, but God spoke peace to his soul, 
and instead, he read the list to the audi- 
ence and admitted he had been guilty 
of all. Then he said: “You ask me 
how I dare speak for Christ with things 
like that in my past? I will tell you. 
‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom 
I am chief.’ That’s how I can do it.” 
What Christ did for that former prize 
fighter and gambler, He stands ready to 
do for you and me.—From Joseph Ed- 
win Harris, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Knit Together.—The soul of Jonathan 
was knit with the soul of David (1 Sam. 
18:1). There have been numbers of 
cases on record of bodies being knit to- 
gether. They have been called “Siamese 
Twins” after Eng and Chang, born of 
Chinese parents in Siam, in 1811, having 
their bodies united by a band of flesh, 
stretching from the end of one breast- 
bone to the same place in the opposite 
twin. But cases ot souls being knit to- 
gether are more wonderful. Jonathan 
had just witnessed David’s marvelous 
victory over Goliath, the Philistine 
champion, and the knitting of soul to 
soul was accomplished! The same thing 
happens when a person by faith sees the 
glorious victory of the greater than Da- 
vid, the Lord Jesus Christ, over Satan 
—the prince of the power of the air. 
C. H. Spurgeon expressed it thus: 

I looked to Jesus on the cross, 

For me I saw Him dying; 
God’s Word believed—that all my sins 
Were there upon Him lying. 

I looked to Him: ‘Tis true His “whoso- 

ever” — 

He looked on me; and we were one for- 

ever! 
—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


“Remember What Thou Wast.”—Da- 
vid behaved himself wisely in all his 
ways; and the Lord was with him (1 
Sam. 18:14). A story is told of an Ori- 
ental vizier who carried with him a mys- 
terious chest of which no one knew the 
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contents. One man asked him what the 
chest contained. He was allowed to 
look inside, but he saw only the com- 
mon garb of a working man. The vizier 
said: “Such was I when our Sovereign 
designed to lift me from the dust. If 
ever my heart is tempted with pride, I 
correct it by looking at these things, and 
saying, ‘Remember what thou wast.’ ”— 
From the Quiver. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Touch of His Hand.—And David 
behaved himself wisely in all his ways; 
and the Lord was with him (1 Sam. 18: 
14). One of Wellington’s generals, just 
before setting out on a very difficult 
commission to which his commander had 
appointed him, reached out his hand and 
said, “General, let me grasp your hand 
before I go.” He took the hand of the 
chief, his face brightened, and as he 
dashed away, he said, “Now I feel able 
for my work since I have touched the 
conquering hand.” So we can touch, 
each moment, that conquering Hand that 
never lost a battle, that never relin- 
quished a trust, that never grows weak 
or weary, and strong in the strength of 
Christ, we can do all things hand in 
hand with Him.—From A. B. Simpson, 
in Alliance Weekly. Sent by Katherine 
MacDonald, Omaha, Nebr. 


Response-ability.—All Israel and Judah 
loved David (1 Sam. 18:16). A leader 
is one on whom rests the great responsi- 
bility of guiding or directing others. 
One has interpreted “responsibility” as 
“response ability—man’s response to 
God’s ability.” A leader must first of 
all be a follower of Christ.—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Teaching Himself.—He went out and 
came in before them (1 Sam. 18:16). 
Mark Hopkins sat on one end of a log 
And a farm boy sat on the other. 
Mark Hopkins came as a pedagogue, 
And taught as an elder brother. 
I don’t care what Mark Hopkins taught— 
If his Latin was crude, and his Greek was 
naught— 
—— farmer’s boy he thought, thought 
e, 
All though the lecture time and quiz, 
The kind of man I mean to be 
Is the kind of man Mark Hopkins is! 
There is the picture of a true teacher. 
But it is more: it is a solemn reminder 
of the fact that every teacher teaches 
more than his subject. He is all the 
time teaching himself.—From J. Reginald 
Hill, in the Christian. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Christians Living the Christ Life.— 
Thou shalt feed my people Israel (2 
Sam, 5:2). Having a room to rent, a Jew 
desired it, and referred me to a neigh- 
bor with whom he had boarded. She 
advised me not to take him, but the 
words of Jesus, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren,” kept ringing in my ears. 
I knew I must let him have it. John 
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Lesson for August 24 


3:16, printed in large, glowing letters, 
I hung where he could see it each time 
he entered the house, and prayed much 
that I might lead him to know Jesus 
Christ. The Jew borrowed my Bible to 
read, and later told me he believed in 
my Jesus. He said, “The Jews are look- 
ing to see if they can find any Christians 
living the Christ life..—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng, 


ie 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY’S question is a good one, for 

it proves that the questioner knows 
that Christians should begin and end 
the day with prayer. “Should we al- 
ways kneel to pray night and morning, 
or is it all right to pray in bed?” My 
answer to this would be: “Under ordi- 
nary circumstances it is better to kneel.” 
Here are a few reasons: First: It is true 
that we can pray in bed, but we are apt 
to drift off to sleep before we are fin- 
ished.” Second: Kneeling before the 
Lord is our proper attitude as creatures 
before our great Creator. Even the 
Apostle Paul knelt to pray (Acts 20:36). 
Third: God has said that every knee 
shall bow before His Son (Phil, 2:10). 
We who gladly bow before Him now 
are witnessing to angels as well as to 
any human beings who might see us, that 
we honor the Lord and do not belong 
to the Devil’s crowd who will be forced 
to kneel to Him by and by. However, 
if we had to retire in a very cold rcom, 
we might kneel for only a moment or 
two, and then finish praying in bed. 
That at least would show anyone pres- 
ent that we are on the Lord's side, and 
gladly kneel before Him 


Our last two lessons were sad be- 
cause they were about a king whose life 
was a failure. Who was he?  (Saul.) 
One reason for this was that he was 


more interested in being honored him- 
self than in honoring the Lord. Our 
next four lessons are about a king whose 


reign was_ successful Who was he? 
(David.) Today we shall be thinking 
about the events which led up to Da- 
vid’s being crowned king. Turn to 1 
Samuel 16:1-12 and see if you can find 
out why God chose David? (He was 


nice-looking.) I am glad you noticed 
that, but that was not the reason God 
chose him. His brothers were nice- 
looking, too. Someone else. (His heart 
was right.) Where did you find that? 
(God refused his brothers because He 
saw their hearts, and they were not 
right.) Good thinking, You are correct. 

Now Mary and Deana will tell briefly 
the flannelgraph story of David and Go- 
liath. What do we learn about David 
from this story? (He was brave. He 
had faith in God.) Both of 
right, but I believe his faith 


you are 
should 
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come first because it was that which gave 
him courage. 

After the great victory over Goliath 
and the other Philistines, David was 
brought before King Saul. The king 
had no idea at that time that David 
was to succeed him, 

Now read 1 Samuel 18:1-5 and see 
what else we learn about David. What 
shows him to be lovable? (Saul’s son 


Jonathan loved him so much.) Was 
he obedient? (Yes, he went wherever 
Saul sent him.) Wise? (Yes, he “be- 


haved himself wisely.”) How sad it was 
that King Saul should become jealous 
of such a fine man! Read on to verse 
9 and find out what it was that made 
Saul jealous. (The songs of the women.) 
Now read verses 14 to 16 in this same 
chapter. Notice the two alls in this pas- 
himself wisely 


sage. “David behaved 
in all his ways. All Israel and 
Judah loved David.” But because of 


Saul’s jealousy, David had to flee for his 
life. First Samuel 22:1, 2 tells us one 
place in which David had to live. 

In 1 Samuel 23 we read of Saul’s hunt- 
ing David every day trying to kill him. 
Read verse 16. Isn’t that interesting? 
King Saul had nothing to fear from Da- 
vid. David knew that he was to be the 
next king, but he would not lift a finger 
to harm King Saul. He was willing 
to wait God’s time. Jonathan knew that 
David was going to be king instead of 
himself, but he was not a bit jealous, 
because he loved David and he loved the 
Lord. Is it not curious that Saul was 
out hunting David from dawn to dark 
every day, and yet his own son knew 
exactly where David was? Jonathan did 
not need to hunt for him. The Bible says 
that he “went to David . . . and strength- 
ened his hand in God.” He told David 
that Saul would not find him. Jonathan 
knew that, not because he was trying 
to hinder his father’s search, but be- 
cause he believed God, and God had said 
that David was to be the next king. 

Now Harriet and Dixie will tell us 
one of David’s adventures during the 
time he was hiding from King Saul. 
They found their story in 1 Samuel 25. 
Did you girls notice the difference be- 
tween Abigail and Nabal? Abigail had 
believed what God had said about Da- 
vid. Nabal had paid no attention to it. 
In many ways David is a type of the 
Lord Jesus. Today there are people who 
believe that Christ will come and reign, 
and they are true to him now. By and 
by they will reign with Him. Other peo- 
ple, like Nabal, pay no attention to 
what God has said. They will be pun- 
ished just as surely as Nabal was, 

In the next chapter we read of the 
second time that David spared Saul’s 
life. The king was out after him once 
more with three thousand soldiers. Da- 
vid and Abishai passed by his camp one 
night and found everyone asleep. Read 
what Abishai said in verse 8. We can- 
not blame him much for offering to kill 
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Saul. He knew that David had never 
wronged the king in any way, and had 
even spared his life before when he could 
easily have killed him. Abishai bélieved 
that David would have no peace as long 
as Saul was alive. But David knew 
that it was not God’s will for him to 
avenge himself. Perhaps he remembered 
Abigail’s words reminding him that 
God’s promises to him would surely be 
fulfilled; and that when he was crowned, 
he would be glad that he had not 
avenged himself. 

Sure enough, David was crowned king, 
and I am sure he was happy that day 
that he had not avenged himself on 
either Nabal or King Saul, but had let 
the Lord take care of their punishment. 
Turn to 2 Samuel 5:1-5 and read about 
the crowning of David. How happy 
everyone must have been! David had 
been the national hero for a long time. 
Now he was the rightful ruler of the 
country, and the future of Israel was 
ebrighter than it had ever been before 
This time, they had a man after God's 
own heart for a king. 

Assignment: Who will tell the story 
of 2 Samuel 9, next Sunday? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


ve 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
David of Bethlehem 
(1 Sam. 23:15-18; 2 Sam. 5:1-5) 

T LAST the crown was placed on 
David's head! After many years of 
waiting and fighting against troubles, 
David was king! If there had been news- 
papers in those days, what would the 
headlines have been? “Shepherd Lad 
Crowned,” perhaps. There would have 
been pages of writing and pictures about 
his boyhood, the battles, the high points 
in his rise to fame, and his present glory 
You would thrill to read and see them. 
But do you know we have two re- 
porters whose columns can still be read? 
Samuel’s and another’s whose name we 
do not know, but the columns are now 
called Chronicles. Back in David's time 
there were still others reporting (1 
Chron, 29:29). But for the pictures— 
you will have to draw your own. Do 
you want to do that while the stories 
are told for us? (Give out paper.) I think 
of stories about David which might be 
pictured by: sheep, horn of oil, sling, 
dancing and singing women, harp, spear, 
clothes (1 Sam, 18:1-4), cave (chap, 22: 
1, 2), water jug (chap. 26). (If the class 
are all likely to be unacquainted with 
some of these stories, they may be as- 
signed beforehand.) Perhaps the news- 
papers would also show a map marking 
the important places in David's life. 
You can pretend our map is for the 
paper. I think we should enter places 


from 1 Samuel 16:4 and 2 Samuel 5:5. 
What happened in each place? 
Who was David’s best friend? 


Crown 
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Prince Jonathan. Did he know that 
David was to be the next king instead 
of himself? Let us read Reporter Sam- 
uel’s story of a secret meeting of the 
two in the woods (1 Sam. 23: 15-18). Was 
Jonathan jealous like his father Saul? 
What a wonderful friend he was! He 
could say, “You be first, and I’ll be sec- 
ond.” What do you think the covenant 
or agreement between David and Jona- 
than was? 


Reporter Samuel does not make as 
glamorous an account of the coronation 
as modern reporters would. (Read 2 
Sam. 5:1-3.) He doesn’t write about the 
beautiful clothes or the golden crown. 
Samuel was writing for God, and God 
cares more about people and what they 
do and say than about how they look 
or what they wear (though David was 
good-looking, 1 Sam, 16:12, 18). Now 
that David was king, did he keep his 
covenant with Jonathan? Noble and 
loving Prince Jonathan had been killed 
in the same battle where his father Saul 
died. How David loved him! He wrote 
a song in memory of him (2 Sam, 1:25, 
26), and later he invited Jonathan’s only 
living son, a cripple, to the palace to 
live (chap. 9). 

People do not have to be kings to 
have this praise written of them: “Da- 
vid behaved himself wisely in all his 
ways; and the Lord was with him” (1 
Sam. 18:14). In fact, it was written of 
David long before he got to be really 
king. Can it be said of you in your days 
of waiting to be great? If not, your 
chances of being great are not as good as 
David's. Only the Lord Himself, as He 
lives within us and we listen to His 
Spirit’s telling us what to do, can teach 
us to behave wisely all the time. 

WHo? 

. Who was Saul? 
. Who was Samuel? 

Who was David? 
. Who was Jonathan? 
. Who was Goliath? 
. Who was Jesse? 

It would be well to review some of the 
earlier characters studied this quarter, 
that names learned then may not be 
forgotten, 
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For Primary Teachers 


IN is a terrible thing! And no mat- 

ter what kind of sin it is, God hates 
it. Wanting our own way instead of 
God’s way is sin. Do you remember 
how God’s people wanted their own way? 
Instead of wanting God as their king, 
they wanted to have a soldier king. So 
Saul became their king. But sin is never 
good for anyone, and getting their own 
way was not good for God’s people. 
King Saul sinned in several ways: he 
was jealous of David, he hated David, 
and then he tried to murder David. 
Oh, sin is a terrible thing! 
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When it came time for God’s people 
to have another king, God warned them 
that they were not to take someone who 
looked good only on the outside, for, 
said He, “Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart” (1 Sam, 16:7b). In other words, 
God wanted to choose the man that He 
knew would be best for them. And this 
time the people were willing to let God 
have His way. God’s choice for king 
was David, a man affer His own heart 
(Acts 13:22). 

Did you know that God can see your 
heart? Tommy, will you come here, 
please? You are surely all dressed up 
today. Tell me, Tommy, did you look 
in the mirror when you got dressed this 
morning? You did? What cid you see? 
Yes, you saw your face. Did you see 
your hair? Yes. Did you see your 
brains? No, of course you did not. Did 
you see your heart? No, you didn’t see 
that either. But you know you have a 
heart, don’t you? Tommy, you look very 
nice on the outside, but I wonder what 
you look like on the inside. God’s Word 
says that while people can see what you 
look like on the outside, God can see 
all that is inside your heart. 

Here, let’s pin this big black heart 
right on your coat, Tommy. And we'll 
pretend that this is your heart. Now, 
don’t the rest of you laugh! No, indeed. 
It could be your heart, too. Let’s see 
what is on the inside of the hearts of 
all boys and girls and men and women. 
Here, what does this say? It says 
“lying.” Have you ever told a lie, 
Tommy? Did you ever tell Mother that 
you had come right home from your 
friend’s house, but you had really stop- 
ped to watch a ball game? Then you 
told Mother a lie. And lying is sin. 
We'll pin this on your heart here. Now 
what does this say? That’s right. It 
says “stealing.” Tommy, did you ever 
steal anything? Somebody’s pencil 
maybe? (Teacher: Continue along this 
line, naming and explaining specific sins 
such as cheating, jealousy, hatred, and 
the like, and pinning each to the black 
heart.) 

What does this paper say? You are 
right, it does not say a word, but over 
on the other side there are a whole lot 
of black dots. Do you know what that 
is? That is the little secret sin that 
no one knows anything about. Your 
mother doesn’t know about it, your 
father doesn’t know about it, your Sun- 
day school teacher doesn’t know about 
it. But God knows about it, Tommy. 
He sees it just as well as I can see you. 

All of these things are awful, Tommy, 
But let me tell you something. You 
cannot help these things in your heart 
any more than you can help the color 
of your hair. You were born that way. 
But this is the wonderful thing about it: 
the Lord Jesus loves you with all of His 
heart. This big red heart on the board 
reminds us of the love of the Lord Jesus 
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for each one of us. And you know, if we 
believe with all of our hearts that He is 
God’s Son and that He loves us and died 
for us, and if we ask Him to forgive our 
sins, He does exactly that. God’s Word 
Says that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 
our sins (1 Cor. 15:3), and that when He 
died on the cross, He bore our sins in 
His body (1 Pet. 2:24). We'll pin this 
black heart with the lying, stealing, and 
all the other sins on the red heart to 
remind us that God’s dear Son died for 
our sins. And the minute we believe 
that the Lord Jesus died for us, He cre- 
ates in us, clean hearts (Psa. 51:10). 

If you have never, never asked the 
Lord Jesus to forgive your sins, you can 
do it this very minute. And you can be 
sure that if you believe on Him He will 
give you everlasting life (John 3:16). 
Then God will be able to use you in 
many wonderful ways. When He chose 
David to be king, it was because He 
knew that David’s heart was right 
toward Him. Your heart will never be 
right toward God until first of all you 
ask the Lord Jesus to forgive your sins. 

(This object lesson is adapted from 
Mrs. Irene Ranney’s “Foundation Les- 
sons,” an excellent series that should be 
in every teacher’s library, These may 
be obtained from Mrs, Irene Ranney, 975 
E, Green St., Pasadena 1, Calif., $1.) 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 681) 

1, Judah, 

2. Bethlehem (1 Sam. 16:1). 
of Christ (Luke 2:4). 

3. When Samuel went to the house of 
Jesse to anoint the new king, the splen- 
did appearance of Eliab attracted him 
(1 Sam, 16:6, 7). 

4. He was called to play the harp be- 
fore him to soothe him (1 Sam. 16: 14-23). 

5. The song of the women celebrating 
David’s victories (1 Sam, 18:6-8). 

6. His knowledge that David, and not 
he himself, would sit on the throne of 
Israel (1 Sam. 23:16-18). 

7. With Achish the king of Gath (1 
Sam, 21:10-15). 

8. Hebron (2 Sam, 2:1-4). 

9. Seven and a half years (2 Sam. 5:5). 

10. By showing great kindness to Jona- 
than’s crippled son, Mephibosheth (2 
Sam, 9). 

ELMuHukRSsT, ILL, 


The birth 


we 


David is seen in Jonathan’s clothes, 
that all may take notice he is a Jona- 
than’s second self. Our Lord Jesus has 
thus shown his love to us, that he strip- 
ped himself to clothe us, emptied him- 
self to enrich us; nay, he did more than 
Jonathan, he clothed himself with our 
rags, whereas Jonathan did not put on 
David’s.—Matthew Henry. 
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Lesson for August 24 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 24 
2. “Humbly With Thy God” 
(Mic. 6:8; Mark 9:33-37) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T HAS been said that humility is some- 

thing that you expect of the other 
fellow, but that often you do not think 
becoming to yourself. The dictionary 
tells us that the word “humble” comes 
from a Latin root which means, “on the 
It is the same root from which 
word “humus.” It means, 
“not proud, or assertive; 
derivation, we 


ground.” 
we get our 
Webster tells us, 
lowly,” and, from its 


might characterize it as being “as low 
as you can get.” 

Unfortunately, today, humility and 
meekness are often disparaged and 


scoffed at. We are tempted to think of 
them as indications of weakness or fear, 
and we often associate them with a 
sort of “timid soul” or “milk toast” type 
of person. Nothing can be farther from 
the meaning of “humble” and “meek” as 
they are used in the Bible. Some of 
the bravest and strongest men mentioned 
in God’s Word are characterized as hum- 
ble or meek. Among them are Moses, 
Joshua, Solomon in his early days, Gid- 
eon, Amos, and of course that greatest 
of all examples, our Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He said of Himself that 
He was “meek and lowly in heart” (Matt. 
11:29), and we read of Him in Philip- 
pians 2:8 that He “humbled himself.” 


Now it must be recognized that there 
is a false or counterfeit meekness or 
humility that is sometimes practiced by 
individuals, and when it is recognized as 
such it is a disgusting and contemptible 
exhibition, which Dickens so aptly char- 
acterized in Uriah Heep, in “David Cop- 
perfield.” But because there are coun- 
terfeits, it should be all the more evi- 
dent that there is a genuine and com- 
mendable virtue which is the antithesis 
of pride and self-assertiveness, 

4 

The Scriptures are clear that God looks 
upon humility in man as an essential 
condition to His forgiveness of sin and 
to divine blessing. Notice the follow- 
ing: 

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall hunible themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14). 

“He shall save the humble person” 
(Job 22:29). 

“He forgetteth not the cry of the hum- 
ble” (Psa. 9:12). 

“Lord, thou hast pond the desire of 
(Psa. 10:1 


the humble” 
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“TI dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble spirit, to revive the spirit of the hum- 
ble, and to revive yr ees of the con- 
trite ones” (Isa, 57:1 

“God resisteth the and, but pre 
(Jas. 4:6; 


grace unto the humble” 
Pet. 5:5). 
4 
Humility, we find, is also an essential 


of Christian conduct. In Colossians 3:12 
we read, “Put on therefore, as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering.” In Luke 14:11 
and 18:14 we find, “For whosoever exalt- 
eth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
Humility was the quality that was com- 
mended in the publican who went up 
to the Temple to pray, and whose con- 
duct was contrasted so favorably with 
the self-righteous attitude of the Phari- 
see. The Pharisee reminded God of his 
good deeds and thanked God that his 
conduct was better than that of other 
men. It is said of the publican that he 
would not so much as lift up his eyes 
unto Heaven, an expression that com- 
pares remarkably with the word used for 
“humble” in Job 22:29, where it means, 
according to the marginal note, “him that 
hath low eyes.” The publican recognized 
his own sinfulness and his need of a 
Saviour. The very word “merciful” that 
he used in his petition, “God be merciful 
to me a sinner,” comes from the same 
root from which we get the Greek word 
“mercy seat” in the Septuagint in Exo- 
dus 25:17, 18, 21, and in our New Testa- 
ment in Hebrews 9:5. True humility 
toward God therefore recognizes our own 
unworthiness and sinfulness and lays 
hold upon the provision God has made 
for the forgiveness of sin, even the shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


% 


A word of caution is in order, as we 
think of one of the verses included in 
our Scripture portion, Micah 6:8. This 
verse is often used by Liberals as a sort 
of Gospel, a summation in a few words 
of all that God requires of man. Now it 
is true that in the Law God had ‘shown 
Israel His perfect standard for their con- 
duct. But the difficulty was that Israel 
did not act righteously, nor love mercy, 
nor walk humbly in fellowship with 
their God. And for natural man, today, 
it is equally impossible to do right and 
to love mercy, and to walk in humility 
with God. There first must be a new 
birth through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ before any one of us can begin 
to walk as is here prescribed. It is utter 
foolishness for anyone to say that it is 
not necessary to believe in the vicarious 
atonement of Christ upon the cross, and 
that all one has to do is to live the 
Golden Rule, and God will count that 
as sufficient. One cannot live the Golden 
Rule apart from the enabling that Christ 
supplies and that is available only to 
those who have accepted Him as their 
Saviour and are trusting Him day by 
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by C. HOYT WATSON 
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“JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 

— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 

TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 

over five hundred pages, 

$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 

accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 

President 


Shelton College 


340 West 55rH STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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WANTED: Man able to learn switchboard and 

* reception desk duties for evening 

work in Christian college. Address, Business Mana- 

". Shelton College, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19, 
ew York. 





WANTED by Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, 
Illinois: Young man as assistant pastor, 
director of Christian education. Requirements: capable 
of —- pastor in general duties, especially visita- 
tion; well trained to work effectively with young 
people, lead them to the Lord and ot + te up in the 
Faith. Write: C. B. Eavey, Chairman of Personnel 
Committee, 603 N. Scott Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


PAPAL Infallibility TOPPLES 


by Evangelist Michael J. Anzalone, ex-Roman Cath- 
olic. My conversion to Christ. Repudiation of Rom- 
anism. Persecuted and Threatened. Haled to Court 
by Priest, etc. 7 chapters, 14 pictures. Order from 

M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 
10 books, $5 5 books, $3 3 books, $2 one, $1 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 





l R=CEPTIONIST-TYPIST NEEDED , 
Christian girl, attractive personality, accurate 

| typist, experienced receptionist, familiar with | 
small switchboard, is needed in Business Othce l 

| ot church in New York area. If interested, please 
write to Adv. No 701, The Sunday School Times, | 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5 5, Pa. 








CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Our ministry in India includes— 
Distribution of Literature and Scriptures 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 

strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 


542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 
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Experienced Christian writers and authors may 
earn $2,000 to $10,000 a year! Study now for 
this worthwhile career. Write stories, magazine 
orticles, tracts, news stories. You'll find an 
opportunity to use your skill in your own home 
town...and when you gain experience, the whole 
world can be your field. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
It's simple. You prepore lessons in your 
leisure time. “Beginning Christian 
Writer” can be completed in just a few 
weeks. Many students experience the 
thrill of their first publisher's check 
before they finish the course. Lose no 
time! Send for descriptive circular and 


FREE SAMPLE LESSON WRITE DEPT.SS-82 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 


434 SOUTH WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS 
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day for His power to walk in a manner 
that is pleasing to Him. It is absolutely 
impossible to walk humbly with God, 
and at the same time to refuse to ac- 
cept His Son whom He has provided 
as the only remedy for sin in the life. 
Two cannot walk together except they 
be agreed (Amos 3:3), and when we say 
differently than what God says concern- 
ing His Son we cannot walk with Him 
or please Him. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ad 


With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Christ in Poetry. Compiled and edited 
by Thomas Curtis Clark and Hazel Davis 
Clark. (Asscciation Press, New York 7; 
$3.49.) From the background of the 
authorship’ of more than fifty hymns, 
fifteen of which appear in standard 
hymnals, and more than a quarter cen- 
tury as poetry editor for the Chris‘ian 
Century, Mr. Clark, in collaboration with 
his wife, has brought tegether 529 poems 
from 282 authors in an-effort to por- 
tray, in his own words, in his preface, 
“a friendly, sympathetic Christ, ‘the 
lover of men and women’—the Christ 
my father preached.” Mr. Clark ex- 
plains further that “the Christ who af- 
forded a subject for the Nicene and 
Athanasian dogmatists had little place 
in my father’s preaching. He seldom 
mentioned the creeds, and I do not re- 
member his preaching any sermons on 
the Trinity as such; for my minister- 
father was not a product of any school 
of theology . . . but he did preach about 
the Man Christ Jesus.” 

The selecticns are arranged in chrono- 
logical order to conform to the life of 
Christ, and the titles of the various sec- 
tions will indicate how the author has 
sought to carry out his before-mentioned 
purpose. They include: “Nativity”; “In 
Nazareth”; “The Man Christ Jesus”; ‘The 
Way of the Cross”; “The Continuing Cal- 
vary”; “Resurrection”; “Come, Follow 
Me”: “The Continuing Christ”; “The 
Revolutionist”; “The Lost Christ”; and 
“The Triumphant Christ.” The Index 
of Authors that appears at the end of 
the work reveals the names of a few 
writers of earlier days, such as Bernard 
of Clairvaux, Robert Browning, Eliza- 
beth Barrett Browning, Matthew Arnold, 
Longfellow, Lowell, Whittier, and others, 
but more than 450 of the poems included 
were written in the present century. 
Here are many gems of excellent re- 
ligious poetry, but the emphasis is 


1952 
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largely on the humanity of Christ rather 
than upon His deity and His Saviour- 
hood. 


The Psalms, Vol IV. By W. Graham 
Scroggie, D.D. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow, C. 2. May be had from Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.75.) 
This fcurth volume in the author’s series 
of expositions of the Psalms covers 
Psalms 135 to 150 inclusive and is a part 
of the publishers’ “Know Your Bible 
Series.” Dr. Scroggie follows the same 
plan in this volume as that he employed 
in the three earlier volumes, giving first 
the Psalm in its poetic form. He then 
proceeds to an exposition which includes 
the composition of the Psalm, its analy- 
sis, and an outline, followed by the 
author's observations, which are usually 
concluded with a striking sentence- 
thought and an apt illlustration. Dr. 
Scroggie’s skill in analysis as well as 
his ability to draw practical lessons for 
the present day from these ancient songs 
of Israel make these four volumes a 
treasury of devotional material for the 
average Christian, as well as a valuable 
source of expcsition for the Bible stu- 
dent. This fourth volume includes also 
five indexes covering the entire set of 
four volumes on the Psalms. There is 
a subject index of some 632 titles: an 
index of the alphabetical first lines of 
the Psalms; a summary of the author’s 
own topic titles of the Psalms, arranged 
in numerical order; an index of the quo- 
tations and allusions from the Psalms in 
the New Testament: and an index of the 
historical settings of David’s Psalms. 
Twelve appendixes are also included, 
which throw light on cbsolete or ambig- 
uous words in the Psalms, Psalm dupli- 
cates, simile and symbolism in the 
Psalter, figures of speech and literary 
devices in the Psalter, and the like. 


The New Testament, a Translation in 
the Language of the People. By Charles 
B. Williams. Reprint, 1952. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; cloth, $3; leather, thin 
paper, $6.95.) The 1949 edition of this 
excellent and accurate translation of the 
New Testament in modern English was 
reviewed at length in THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times of March 11, 1950, and was heart- 
ily commended by the reviewer, who 
called attention to its delightful clear- 
ness and readability, and to the fact that 
it has been prepared by a well-trained 
scholar, who believes the Gospel and 
who upholds the traditional authorship 
of the various bocks, in every case. The 
1952 cloth edition differs from the earlier 
edition only in that verse markings are 
shown throughout in _ inconspicuous 
superior figures, whereas these were 
omitted in the earlier editions. The 
many requests from readers for the 
verse numbers have prompted the pub- 
lishers to reset the type and to present the 
book in its present form, The cloth edition 
is in library form and measures about 
5%x8 inches by 1% inches thick. The 
thin paper edition measures about 5x7% 
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Lesson for August 24 


inches, and is only % an inch thick, and 
it is bound in genuine leather, half cir- 
cuit, red under gold edges. 


The Call to Youth. Compiled by Ken- 
neth Piriebe. (Augsburg Pub. House, 
Minneapolis 15, Minn., $2.) It was at an 
All-Lutheran Youth Leaders’ Council 
that the decision was made to compile 
in one volume this series of thirteen 
Youth Lectures by as many different 
authors. The first, entitled, “You Can 
Be Sure,” proclaims a blessed certainty 
in Christ for uncertain youth in an un- 
certain age. But Director Anderson 
warns that this assurance comes at a 
price—that of utter honesty before God 
and a willingness to trust His Word in- 
stead of our own works and feelings. 
Director Gergstrand then speaks on “My 
Purpose in Life,” which he says is to 
Christianize one’s work, that is, to do 
it to God’s glory, and at the same time, 
to keep an open ear for His special call 
to service. 

Author Bodensieck then gives, under 
“Able to Save,” an intensely interesting 
account of condemned and seemingly 
hopeless criminals who were reached in 
their last hour by the Gospel of grace. 
Other titles are, “Youth in the Local 
Congregation,” “The Guest in Your 
Heart,” “Thrilled By the Book,” “Days 
of Learning.” “The Roads Are Different,” 
“Christian Youth in a World Church,” 
“Where Do We Go from Here?” “Won 
to Win,” “Dirty Hands,” and “Politics, a 
Challenge to Christian Youth.” This last 
is by Luther W. Youngdahl, former Gov- 
ernor of Minnesota and now JU. S. Dist. 
Judge in Washington, D. C. The cap- 
tions show that these men have endeav- 
ored to clarify the problems of youth 
and then to direct their solution through 
the Christian church. Since each author 
is an expert in his field, the hope is 
expressed that young hearts will respond 
to this challenge. 


Devotional Programs for Women’s 
Groups. By Lora Lee Parrott. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
elcth, $1.50; paper, $1.) If you are one 
who has longed for a dependable crutch 
on which to rest a tired mind when pre- 
paring for women’s meetings, then here 
is your answer. Eighteen complete pro- 
grams are offered, each with suggested 
hymns, a related poem, Scripture, a 
meditation or talk, and a prayer. And 
the thoughts developed are not only 
geared to the longings and needs of 
women, but they offer a challenge that 
is both practical and spiritual. This may 
be seen in such titles as “Serving God 
at Home,” “Victory Over Worry,” “Is 
Meditation a Lost Art?” and “The Pa- 
tience of Jesus.” 

Some of the messages, especially “How 
Do You Know God?” are. directly 
evangelistic, while others, such as “Not 
Ashamed of the Gospel,” are missionary 
in emphasis. Nearly all of them use 
heart-touching illustrations, like that of 
Albrecht Diirer’s boyhood chum, who 
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sacrificed his artist hands in hard labor 
to pay for Albrecht’s training under the 
great masters, and like the one-armed 
veteran lad, who told Billy Graham that 
he’d go through a thousand wars to keep 
his country free, 

Mrs. Parrott, parsonage daughter and 
wife, who is active in church, college, and 
evangelistic effort, is particularly fitted 
for the work done in this helpful volume. 


The Mystery of the Marsh. By Paul 
Hutchens. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., $2.) Was it because Jon Medhurst 
was “wedded” to the heroines in his own 
successful novels that he no longer loved 
his boyhood sweetheart? And the girl 
in the case, poor, red-headed Lila Fae— 
what was she to do? She must go away, 
down to the Mexican border, where Big 
Jim Kimvault wanted her as ranch sec- 
retary. 

With Lila Fae gone, Jon finds his plots 
and characters are getting out of hand. 
In his travels for book material, he meets 
Senorita Camilla, the beautiful radio 
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ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
340 W. 55th Street New w York "19, N.Y. 





“You MAKE $50.00 


for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- | 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 
[ tunity for yourself, club, or organization. Other ] 
[ fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. | 
| ] 
| 


ROBINSON CARDS 


DEPT. G-96 CLINTON, MASS. | 





im FOLDING CHAIRS 


- IN Stee€ or Wood 


\ FOLDING roe ee TABLES 


—s WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AVE 
——1} J.P REDINGTON 4 CO. 
DEPT. 69 SCRANTON 2,PA. 








When answering advertisements, 


please mention The Sunday School Times. 









CLASS CARD ENVELOPES No. 4 Two-Pocket, 
large fold-over flap with tension cord fast- 
ST Wedctocccwscocseceesd doz. $1.0 
No. 5, Two-Pocket, 3% x 6%; center fold 
holds cards without fastener...... doz.$1.00 


CLASS OFFERING ENVELOPES No. 8 com- 
plete record for 1 year, 3% x6....doz. 90c 
Nos. 4, 5 & 8 Envelopes made of durable red rope 


ATTENDANCE CARDS, undated — Sundays 
are numbered. 3 x 5, No. 71 Scholars, white; 
No, 72 Teachers, green....... 100 75¢ 


eeeee 


Favorites of alert Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers 





CALL BELLS No. 
80 plain base, 
3-in. 60c 
No. 98 fancy 
base, 4-in. $1.10 
SECRETARY’S REPORT SLIP No. 23 Booklet 
of perforated leaves, one for the secretary 
each Sunday. Duplicate copy is kept bound 
SP GOUES occ ccccccenesd Coss edeooccoes 60c 
BIRTHDAY RECORD CARDS. Gives full data 
on each student. Excellent for ready refer- 
GF Bienes dec ccccscssces seseees 100 75¢ 


At Your Dealer @ Write for Complete Catalog 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 So. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Ill, 














INVESTING YOUR MONEY 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


to bring you a safe, generous, assured lifetime income 


A free booklet tells you how, under a remarkable 
time-tested Annuity Plan, you can obtain a safe, 
generous, lifelong income that never changes, never 
fails through good times or bad—while at the same 
time your money helps in the vital work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
tails, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. SS 612.450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
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Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Prices and samples sent on request 
4W Street 
J. M. HALL, Inc., New Yous, N.Y. 
New opportunity to give them a 
f gospel witness by trained 
e 
Uns ti part in this plon will be 
( unknown. The Lerd is greatly 
blessing this program. 
SEND 25¢ FOR A SAMPLE OUTLINE 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 
Gr bes of 21 benattel Setetare Tent Christmas folders is value unex- 
Tisce casts att cooesl eliy to Go Crtstne eons and 
po he een te F CHRISTmas is Christ’s birthday. As Special 
‘aoe 7 Offer we willmail, postplid for $1, these 21 "folders AF, a 
box of 16 Scripture Christmas Notes. Money refunded if not 
Profit up to 100%. Write for approval samples. 
SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Box 38 SHEPHERDSTOWN, PA, 
NEGRO PREACHERS 
respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
tt . : 
and me World Crises 
: . 
Prophetic Scriptures 
by 


Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
personal workers. Your 
C H RIS I GREETING CARDS 
f Snalia ne  apheme maatitcs uke te ad 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
WILBUR M. SMITH 





Vital facts 
you should know 
in these 
last 


days 


12 chapters, 
including 
37 pages 
on Russia alone 
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singer—meets and falls hard. Camilla 
is a Christian, however, and is engaged 
to a converted priest. Lila Fae meets 
Camilla also, and is soon impressed with 
her own need of a satisfying Saviour. 
But it is an old letter, written by Lila 
Fae’s father, that digs Jon out of his 
infidelic hide-out and gives him back 
not only a mental credo, but a heart 
surrender to the Lord Jesus. 

Still the heroine of his newest novel 
refuses to come alive. Jon struggles 
with it while Lila Fae also is fighting 
her battle—to save Big Jim’s ranch from 
bankruptcy. When Jon plans a journey, 
a curious chain of circumstances brings 
him face to face at last with his real 
need. 


How Near Is Christ’s Coming? By 
John Linton. (May be had from the 
author, 5104 Millpond Place, Minneapolis 
10; $1.25.) Christ’s coming again is so 
near, the author believes, that we are 
the generation who will witness this 
great event. There are some strong ar- 
guments for this view based on the posi- 
tion that signs are for the church, and 
that the Rapture will take place before 
the Great Tribulation. Nearly half of 
the volume is devoted to the latter sub- 
ject. While Mr. Linton does nect set 
dates, he does make the reader feel that 
the Lord may appear even before the 
book is completely read, so plausible and 
positive are his points. As with any 
study of future events, there will un- 
doubtedly not be agreement with Mr. 
Linton’s views at every’point on the part 
of every reader. Perhaps that which 
will be most questioned is his depart- 
ure from a strictly Jewish interpretation 
of Matthew 24 and the resultant view 
that signs are for the church. However, 
the book has merit, to say the least, and 
will reward the close attention of the 
student of prophecy. 


Great Truths To Live By. By Kenneth 
S. Wuest. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., 
Grand’ Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) This is vol- 
ume eleven in a series of studies, based 
on the Greek New Testament, written 
especially for the reader of English. By 
explaining the literal meanings of words 
and the exact tenses, by translating and 
paraphrasing, Mr. Wuest shows some- 
thing of the riches of the original lan- 
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guage that are often obscured in our 
Authorized Version. Several passages 
are dealt with at length: John 3, John 21, 
Romans 6, 1 John 1. Many single verses 
from various parts of the New Testa- 
ment are also explained. The subjects 
of the new birth, the person of Christ, 
victory over sin, love for the Lord, and 
Christ’s return are included among the 
themes treated. The messages are more 
than a dry list of words and their mean- 
ings. For while there is much informa- 
tion for the mind, there is also much 
inspiration for the heart. The approach 
is devotional as well as expository, help- 
ing the reader in a practical way to 
appreciate, and to want to act upon, the 
great truths God has given us to live by, 


Quotations and Illustrations for Ser- 
mons. Compiled by F. F. Selle and Ewald 
Plass. (Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; 
$4.50, net.) Here are nearly five hundred 
pages of quotable material collected by 
the compilers during a dozen years. 
Preachers and teachers, seeking a sen- 
tence or a story to be used in sermon or 
lesson, will find in this volume choice 
selections on a large variety of subjects 
Many writers and speakers are repre- 
sented. Among the more widely-known 
names, such as Maclaren, Spurgeon, and 
Guthrie, is that of Martin Luther, who 
is quoted often. Included under each 
heading are key verses of Scripture, From 
A to Za sound Scriptural emphasis is 
maintained. Topical cross-references add 
much to the usefulness of the book. The 
closing pages present a collection of 132 
good poetical items for illustrations. 
Originally appearing as the 1935 edition 
of the “Concordia Pulpit,” the present 
volume represents a new edition that 
is published to meet many requests for 
its reprinting. Rightly used its contents 
can be the means of transforming dead, 
dull discourses into living, colorful ones 
Full of practical, pointed, powerful lines, 
the book deserves a fresh and full dis- 
tribution. 
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Are the United States and 
England in Prophecy? 
(Continued from second page) 


Oxford (Enc. Brit., XVII, 769) declares 
that tin from Tarshish was obtained in 
northwestern Spain or from richer de- 
posits in the Cassiterides (the ‘Tin 
Islands,’ now called the Scillies). We do 
know that the tin deposits of the Scillies, 
as well as those of Cornwall in south- 
western England, were well known be- 
fore the days of Solomon (Enc. Brit., 
VI, 453): and the most reasonable con- 
clusion would be that Tarshish refers 
to the British Isles to the west, and to 
Ceylon and India to the south of Pales- 
tine. ‘Tarshish, with all the young lions 
thereof,’ is an apt description of the far- 
flung British Empire, who with ‘Sheba, 
and Dedan’ will befriend the Jews in 
the day of Armageddon.” 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 18 to 24 


Mon.—1 Samuel 16:4-13. 
Appearance Is Deceiving. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his 
stature.” Physical qualities do not al- 
ways indicate the inward values of a 
person. David’s brothers were doubtless 
far better looking than he, but not one 
of them would make a king or a psalm- 
ist. Appearances are often deceiving. 
Multitudes have been fooled by looks. 
Eve fell for the appearance of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil in Eden, 
and many since have been deceived by 
the look of things. In these days of 
show and ostentation, beware of decep- 
tion. Pray for the Providence (Bible 
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Something is missing in many of our Sunday Schools 
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the Bible— God's inspired Word. 
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sense method. With this Series, every 
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his range of understanding. Thus, not only the lesson 
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* BIBLE-CENTERED—with the 
whole Bible as the textbook 

© COMPLETE—with visual aids and 
other correlated teaching tools 
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the practical way 

© UP-TO-DATE—with fresh 
editions each quarter 

© EVANGELISTIC—with consistent 
emphasis on accepting Christ 
as Saviour and Lord 
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Institute) 
Providence, R. I, 


Tues.—1 Samuel 18:1-5. 
Capacity for Friendship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The soul of Jon- 
athan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” 
Not even some Christians have qualities 
of soul (size, aptitude, endowment, in- 
tellect, and spirit) for enduring friend- 
ships. A real friend loveth at all times, 
and sticketh closer than a brother. A 
true friend is never a whisperer, and his 
wounds are as mollifying oil. Through 
the grace of God all may become good 
friends of all in need. Pray for Old 
Mill Bible Conference, Brandamore, Pa. 


Wed.—2 Samuel 2:1-4a. 
David Becomes King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They anointed 
David king over the house of Judah.” 
David’s path to the throne was difficult. 
But God was better to him than his fears, 
God’s ways with His own are always 
gracious even though they are mysteri- 
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Summer Bible Conference, 


ous. He leads His people in paths they 
have not known. “Behind a frowning 
providence He hides a shining face” 
Never be discouraged, and never discour. 
age anyone else. God-blest souls have 
found that He usually wraps up His 
best blessings for them in common wrap. 
pings. Pray for Beulah Heights Bible 
Conference, Elizabethtown, Pa, 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 5:1-5. 
Anointed King Over Israel, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They anointed 
David king over Israel.” God gave Da- 
vid mercies as he could make use of 
them. Piecemeal blessings keep us look- 
ing to the Lord. If the Lord were to 
overwhelm us with His kindnesses, we 
might think more of the gifts than of 
the Giver. God’s best blessings are 
wrapped up in small packages. He who 
gives us one moment at a time orders 
our mercies in such a way as to make 
them reveal His wisdom as well as His 
love. Thus David came into an enlarg- 
ing kingdom. Trust God for the comple- 
tion of His work in your life. Pray for 
Lake Sammamish Bible Camp Associa- 
tion, Issaquah, Wash, 


Fri—1 Peter 2:13-17. 
Duties of Citizenship. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Submit your- 
selves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s sake.” Christians should be 
the nation’s most exemplary citizens. 
They are to be examples to all men in 
behavior toward government. The Bible 
lays upon them definite responsibilities, 


which if observed in the right spirit, 
and for the glory of God will effect 
numerous benefits to society and the 


nation. Examples of good citizenship are 
scattered throughout the Bible. Pray 
for Big Bear Lake Bible Conference, Big 
Bear Lake, Calif. 


Sat—John 18:33-37. 
The Spiritual Kingdom. 
PraYeR Succestions: “My kingdom is 
not of this world.” Keep in mind the 
coming Kingdom of Christ. Pray al- 
ways, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” That 
Kingdom shall come. In this world 
where He was despised and rejected 
and crucified, He shall be acclaimed King 
of kings and Lord of lords. Pray for 
the Sword of the Lord Summer Confer- 
ences in different sections. 


Sun.—Psalm 21:1-7. 
Greater Than the King. 
PRAYER SucceEstTions: “The king shall 
joy in thy strength, O Lord.” God 
is greater than all. Let us never get 
lost in second causes. Ever remem- 
ber that God is greater than His cre- 
ation. Are you giving to the author 
of all being and blessing the honor 
and glory due to His name? Do you 
daily rejoice in the God of your life? 
Is He to you your strength and song, 
and salvation? Pray for Blue Water 
Conference, Wallaceburg, Ont., Can, 
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